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PREAMBLE 
| ADDRESSED TO THE 
ENGLISH CATHOLICS. 


We: HET H E R an Addrefs to the Catholics of England, from one who 
is ſo little known among them, except perhaps by report, and that, 

poſſibly, not a favourable one; be or be not a proper meaſure, I am uncertain: 

but I feel myſelf ſtrongly inclined to addreſs. them; and there cannot be much 

barm in humouring this inclination. 

I think myſelf aggrieved and hardly uſed by Three of your Biſhops; who,. 

I conceive, have done me, and you alfo, a flagrant injuſtice, They have 
warned you in a late Paſtoral Leiter, againſt the reception and uſe of a work. 
which was chiefly undertaken on your account, and which has been the in- 
ceſſant labour of many toilſome years: without examination, without premo- _ 
nition, and without pointing out a ſingle ſentence that merits proſeription. 

In the following ſheets I have endeavoured to repel their inſidious attack, 
by the only weapons which 1 had in my power, and which are only allowable 
in this ſort of warfare; argument and irony. The latter will, perhaps, by fome 
of you be deemed an unlawful weapon; and I may be called . natured for uſing 
it: but truly it is not ſo. Fam not ill-natured ; thoſe, who know me, know the 
contrary. Animated and iraſcible ham: but I am neither malevolent nor re- 
ſentful. I may ſafely ſay that * the: ſun never ſet. upon my wrath.” But 
good-natured, ſeaſonableRidicule has always been conſidered as the ſatellite of 
Reaſon, and has often done her great and important ſervices. Here I could 
have made his blade much more tranchant, if I had choſen it: but I have 
more than once compelled him to ſheath his ſword, when he was molt eager 
to brandilh it; becauſe I wiſhed him to tickle only, not to flaſh. 


* or the reſt, L truſt. ye will not deem it 3 in me, to grapple wh 
a Bubops. 
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Biſhops. Indeed I would boldly grapple with Popes, if Popes dared to in- 
jure me. Our Catholic anceſtors frequently grappled with them, and ſome- 
times came off victorious. A Pope, and conſequently a Biſhop, may do 
wrong; and, if he do wrong, may be told of it, even by an inferior. If St. 
Peter were the Prince of the Apoſtles, as he has by ſome been called, he was 
as much above St. Paul, as the Biſhops Walmſley, Gibſon, Douglaſs, are above 
tie writer of this Addreſs. Yet St. Paul gainſtood St. Peter to his face; and 
told bim, without ceremony, that he had done a nefarious deed. - I am 
convinced that Three of your Biſhops have done a nefarious. deed in ifluing 
their Paſtoral” Letter, for the purpoſe of cenſuring Sir John Throckmorton's 
book, and prohibiting mine. I have, then, a right to tell them ſo. 

This I tell them in the perſon of Biſhop Douglaſs ; both becauſe he is the 
Biſhop of the Diſtrict in which I generally refide; and becauſe I have ſome 
particular reaſons for addreſſing my Letter to him. Very likely this Letter will 
ſhare in the fate of Sir J. Throckmorton's Letters: and, very likely, moſt, 
of vou will tamely acquieſce in the condemnation of both. But that gives 
me no pain. I know too well what means have been uſed to Prepoſſeſz your 
minds againſt me; to hope, that many of you will liſten to the voice offthoſe, 

who inſtill principles of primitive Catholicity : from Papiſts I look for neither 
juſtice nor charity: but, I truſt, there are ſome few Engliſh Catbokics, who 
deſerve that honourable ne and to theſe my ——— may not be 
diſpleafing. 

At any rate, I do what I think my VO? to 4057 and do it fairly and openly. 
In the following pages ye will find neither palliation nor diſguiſe. I pour 
out my ſentiments with the ſame fincerity, as if I were before the tribunal of 
Him, © who is to judge the 1 7 ip and the dead. "—Miſtake 1 may, but 


pre varicate I never will. 

If I have obtruded an Addreſs upon y- you, it is not a tedious one. I ſhall ay 
no more: but only beg leave, at parting, to aſſure you, that I have your 
general good, and the intereſts of Catholic Chriftianity, as ct at e heart as 
us Vicar 7 ps in England. 
| J have the honour to be, &c, 2 
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MY LORD, 


ITH amazement I have ſeen, with aſtoniſhment J have read, a PAsro- 
RAL LETTER, emitted by your Lordſhip, in conjunction with two 
other Vicars Apoſtolic; and addreſſed to all the Faithful, Clergy and Laity 
of the Wiftern, Northern, and London Diſtrids; bearing date the 26th of De- 
cember 1792 : a Letter, which will form a remarkable epoch in your epi- 
ſc8pacy, or vicarſhip, and ſtamp on its authors as laſting a character, as that 
_ which they are ſuppoſed to have received at the time of their ordination. 
Amid the pain which the fight of this ſingular production gave me, I had, 
I confeſs, ſome pleaſure in finding a chaſm in the firſt page after the Title, 
and that among the names and deſignations, which it contains, the name and 
deſignation of the Vicar of the middle diſtrict is not to be ſeen. Ye have, in- 
deed, left ſufficient room for his Lordſhip, that, if he chooſe, he may draw in 
his chair, and take his due place of relative precedency among you: but I 
truſt that he will be-wiſe enough to keep at a diſtance, and never wiſh to it 


Aotum in the caunciy of ſuch inconſiderate men. 
Yes, my Lord, I ſcruple not to call you inconſiderate; becauſe I think ye 


have done an inconſiderate and unjuſtifiable deed, Ye have publiſhed a vague 
arbitrary cenſure of a work which ye could not anſwer, and have meanly taken 
advantage of the Author's being abroad, to wound his charafter and impeach 
bis orthodoxy. He is well able to repay you, with intereſt, and I doubt not 
that he will ſoon acquit himſelf of the obligation: but as ye have thought 


proper to drag me into the ſame indiſcrete condemnatory ſentence ; and to 
B proſcribe 
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proſcribe in the lump a work, on which I have ſo long and aſſiduouſly la- 
boured, from the pureſt of views and beſt of purpoſes, ye could not well ex- 
pect that I would be ſilent on this occaſion ; but might readily foreſee, that I 
would avail myſelf of the advantage of a yet free preſs, to expoſe one of the 
moſt unwarrantable proceedings that ever took place in this country, ſince it 
ceaſed to groan under papal and regal tyranny. 

That the Biſhops of Rama and Acantbos could be capable of ifving ſuch an 
arbitrary mandate, might be naturally enough expected. They had both 
inhaled the contagious: breath of ultramontane air, and both given prior 
ſpecimens of a dictatorial diſpoſition. The one had been bred up in the mo- 
nachal maxims of implicit obedience; and the other had been the Preſident 
of a Pontifical Seminary, with a ſway as abſolute as any deſpot could defire : 
they might, therefore, eaſily be led to adopt, in the government of their diſ- 
tricts, the diſcipline of the cloiſter and college; and treat their clergy and 
people like monks and ſcholars. —But from you, my Lord, better things and 
meaſures more moderate were looked for. While you were a ſimple unmi- 
tred miſſionary at York, you had acquired the character of a good. natured, 
condeſcending, whiſt-playing* Prieſt : and happy, perhaps, it would have been for 
your own reputation, and our peace, if you had ſtill remained in that humble 
ſtation. But mitres, it ſeems, have faſcinating charms, even when they are 
not adorned with gold and precious ftones ; and the title Bis nor is a ſound, 
to which few are willing to ſhut their tickled ears. Ye all, indeed, profeſs 
your great unworthineſs of the dignity ; yet eagerly graſp the badges of it, 
when they are offered: through pure humility, no doubt, and Holy obedience. 

Whether your tiara will ultimately prove a chaplet of roſes, or a crown of 
thorns, it is yet hard to ſay: but hitherto, my Lord, it ſeems, to me, to 
have fitten ſomewhat awkwardly upon your head ; which nature, haply, had 
not fitted-for it. You came, indeed, or rather ftole into the paſtoral Chair, 


'D No ebince is here neat. A prieft may be a good whit-player ant detriment to his 
prieſlly funQions ; witneſs our London prieſis, who are ſo keen whiſt-players, that even on Sun- 
days they employ hours together in that innocent amuſement. I only mention it as a fact, well 
Enown at Vork; and I mention it the rather, as the ſame thing (card-playing) was one of the ob- 
jections ſent to Rome againſt Dr. Berington, when we wiſhed to have him for our Biſhop. It is in- 
deed contrary to the canons : and it is well worth your Lordſhip's conſideration, wanther it would 


e far another Paſtoral Letter. 
with 
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with ſome diſadyantages. You were not called by the flock which you were 
to feed : you were obtruded upon them by a foreign power, in preference to 
the ſhepherd of their choice: and although, by a ſort of ex- peſt-facto acqui- 
eſcence, you may have obtained the ſuffrages of the greater part of a depen- 
dent clergy, and, through their influence, the approbation of a prieſt-rid peo- 
ple; yet ſtil! you cannot pretend that you were originally the choice of either 
clergy or laity. An arbitrary bull from Rome is the ſole, primary title, by 
which you hold the nominal biſhopric of Centuriz, and the vicarſhip over the 
Engliſh catholics of the London diſtrict, The validity of this title I ſhall 
elſewhere examine*. I now only mention it as the ſole one, which you could 
produce for entering upon your preſent paſtoral charge: you were not zher 
the man of the people's free choice ; and if the London clergy had adhered 
to their firſt reſolution of receiving none bat Dr. Berington for their Biſhop, 
your intruſion, my Lord, would have eaſily been prevented; with all the 
train of evils that have followed it. But, alas! the clergy of the London 
diſtrict are a poor dependent clergy ; and, conſequently, liable to be a mer- 
cenary clergy. Here, they wavered, veered about, acquieſced for the moſt 
part in the choice. of Rome, and once more ſubmitted themſelves to the do- 
mination of a Papal Vicar; —loſing, thus, ſuch an opportunity of baving, Fl 
canonical Ordinary, as they may never have again. 

After all, my Lord, this original ſtain in your election might have been 
effaced. It was in your power to make every flaw in your primary vocation 
- be overlooked, and, in time, forgotten: but permit me to ſay, what I fay 

with full conviction, that your poſterior cgndu@ has rendered that almoſt 
impoſſible. 

nſtead of ſiding, as you ought to have done, with the moſt reſpectable 
Committee and the moderate party of the Engliſh catholics, who had for 
years been labouring to remove thoſe too lawful prejudices + (as Nicole would 
have called them) which had ſo long excluded us from ſome of the moſt 
valuable privileges of a Briton ; you took a ſudden and decided part with 
thoſe genuine papiſts, who hwy defended the groſſeſt popery, and even papal 


. Infallibility. | 


42 a ſmall Tra, which & mean fome day't to publiſh, "On ts Origin and Por of Vicam 
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+ Prejugez legitime. 5 | 1 ORE 
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At the time of your conſecration, my Lord, you committed, in my idea, 
a great indecorum, and a great imprudence. You paſſed by your next neigh- 
bour, the reſpectable brother * of your reſpectable predeceſſor; and ran 
acroſs the country to Lulworth caſtle, to have hands laid on your head by men 
of a very different complexion ; and who, if ever, which God forbid, there 
be a ſchiſm among us, will, by impartial poſterity, be deemed to have been 
the primitive cauſes of it. Your putting yourſelf under the tutelage and gui- 
dance of ſuch men could not but diſguſt the moſt rational and reſpectable part 
of your dioceſans (if J may uſe that term where there is no dioceſe), and gave 
no flattering idea of your future adminiſtration. With the fame men you 
next joined in publiſhing an Euqclical Letter ; which, to ſay nothing worſe 
of it here, did not certainly tend to conciliate : it had a very different ten- 
dency. 

The meaſures which you purſued, and the movements which you made, 
while our Bill was pending in Parliament, to prevent its being paſſed in its 
original form; and to get a ſhuffling, ambiguous, evaſive oath ſubſtituted in 
the place of one open, clear, and explicit, I now neither blame nor praiſe. 
The body at large ſeem content with it; and long may they be content! 1 
only ſay that your conduct, in that whole affair, tended to create a ſchiſm ; 
and, but for the prudence and moderation of the Committee, would have 
ereated a ſchiſm among the Engliſh catholics . 1 
7877 | | ut 


The Right Rev. and Hon. Thomas Talbot, Vicar Apoſtolic in the middle diſtri ; whoſe 
candour, affability, and moderation make him juſtly the idol of his happy clergy and people. 
1 + The whole tenour of conduct, invariably purſued by the popiſb party, has been that of men de- 
termined to make no conceſſions whatever to the moderate catholics, but to carry every thing with 
an imperious and authoritative hand. Conciliatory meaſures ſeem beneath their dignity.  Dogmati- 
cal theology is their diſcriminating Shibboleth, which whoever is not ready to pronounce, with the true 
Romiſh accent, is ſure to be ſlain by the ſharp ſword of cenſure, or the peſtiferous breath of calumny. 
Even with innocent wordi they wage a rancorous war, and fight with modes of expreſſion, as Don. 

Quixote did with wind-mils. What noiſe did they not make about the terms proteſting catholic diſ- 
Fters; torturing them to odious, or ridiculous ſignifications! They ſcrupled not even to pervert 
the words themſelves; and affected to write and print protefant, for proteſting, a term of very dif- 
ferent import in the common acceptation. But it gave them an opportunity of bawling out to their 
gaping devotees: © Behold your Committee wiſh to make you all proteſtants What captious 
and frivolous objections did they not make to the Proteſt and Declaration, and to the firſt form of the 
Oath of Allegiance ! Viler quibbles of caſuiſtry were never employed to combat common ſenſe. Their 
preſent object of hoſtility is the CIsALTIxE Cuz! The Ciſalpine Club are a ſociety of Engliſh: 
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But when, after the paſſing of the Bill, you publicly appeared at the head 
of a party, who oppoſed placing in ſome public repoſitory, an Infrument, 
which yourſelf, your clergy, we all had deliberately figned ; it filled, or ought 
to have filled, with indignation every honeſt mind; and indeed I never was 
witneſs to a ſcene that ſo much confounded me. 

Your after-bickerings with the Committee; your acquieſcence in the wan- 
ton unwarrantable perſecution of Dr. Wilks; your encouraging an Ex-jeſuit 
to write a volume replete with abuſe; your attempt to infringe on the liberties af 
an Ambaſſador's chapel ; your obſtinately refuſing Faculties? to Mr, Jo. Be- 
rington; and ſome other little deeds which I could mention, have not at all con- 
tributed, my Lord, to give us a more favourable idea either of your prudence or 
moderation; and your late Paftorel Letter, the ſubje& of my preſent animad- 
verſion, will be a durable monument of the moſt injudicious precipitancy. 

It is not at all unuſual, my Lord, for newly-made Biſhops to teſtify their 
zeal and orthodoxy, by pnblifhing Charges, Mandates, Encyclical and Paſtoral 
Letters, &c. on their acceſſion to the Epiſcopal throne : but it happens not 
unfrequently, that in thoſe effuſions they overflow the bounds of genuine or- 
thodoxy and zeal, and hurry into the wild regions of bigotry and zealotiſm; 
and this I apprehend to be your Lordſhip's cafe. I am aware, my Lord, that 
you are in company with two other prelates, one of whom at leaſt cannot be 
called a newly-made Biſhop: but a Biſhop may be ſometimes too old as well as 
too young; and act and write as raſhly and unreaſonably. Beſides, as I am 
reſolved to have nothing to do with either of thoſe prelates, but in as far as 
they come in by concomitancy ; and as I confider the Paſtoral Letter, whoever 
be its natural father, as yours, at leaſt by adoption, I am at liberty to addreſs 
myſelf to your Lordſhip alone in my attempt to anſwer it. 

You tell us, my Lord, that in publiſhing this Paforal Leiter you acted with 
mature deliberation, invoked the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


entholies, who meet occaſionally to afſert and ſupport Catholic religious freedom and Engliſb conſti- 

tutional principles, againſt tranſalpine maxims and papal uſurpations. Perbaps they might have 

aſſumed a better, or at leaſt a more diſcriminating appellation : but, ſurely their preſent one is as 

harmleſs, as the end of their aſſociation is laudable. Yet this. has given great umbrage to the popiſh 

party, who are reſolved, it appears, to be ſtaunch Romaniſts, at all events. Very likely, they may 
form a Tran/alpine Club. | 
That is, Proteſtant reader, a licence to teach; preach, and adminiſter the ſacraments. 

1 COn-- 


. 
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conſulted with divers of your moſt learned divines “; and all this I am willing 


to believe, ſince you aſſert it. But if you acted with deliberation, ſo much 


the worſe: you have deliberately done what you ought not to have done; 


and what you will one day, I truſt, repent to have done. If you invoked 


the ſpecial aid of the Holy Spirit, either your prayer muſt have been not ſuffi- 
ciently fervent, or your requeſt unreaſonable; for truly, my Lord, the Holy | 
Spirit ſeems to have been deaf to your prayer: it is impoſſible, I think, to 
diſcover the ſmalleſt trace of his influence in any part of your Letter. The 
Spirit of God, my Lord, is 4 Spirit of wiſdom, underſtanding, and counſel Þ ; 
Spirit of benignity, and ſweetneſs above that of honey { ; a Spirit of — . 
and moderation, in meekne/s inſtructing opponents 8. He is not a Spirit that in- 
ſpires ſons of thunder to call down fire from Heaven“ to conſume even a 
Samaritan: but a Spirit that inſpires thoſe who are actuated by him * not to 
break the bruiſed reed, nor extinguiſh the yet ſmoking taper ||.”—In ſhort, 
he 1s not the S Pars? my Lad; that appears to have ed your Paſtoral 
Letter. 

That you conſulted your Divines * unqueſtionable: their 1 is evi- 
dent in the conſtruction of your cenſure. I defy the moſt ſubtle caſuiſt of the 
ſchool of Scotus to weave a cobweb of finer-· ſpun qualifications. We were 
told ſome time ago, by one of Mr. Pilling's Dialogiſts, that * the taſk of qua- 
< lifying bad doctrines by proper epithets is, perhaps, one of the hardeſt in 

« dogmatic Theology. There are,” ſays he, © doctrines which, though not 
«6 beretical, are nevertheleſs nearly heretical, /u peed of hereſy ; others, though 
< not 3 — are leading to ſchiſm ; others again, erroneous, ſuſpicious, ſcan- 
4 dalous, raſh, offenſive of pious ears,” &c.** Very likely this ſame Dialogiſt 
has had ſome ſhare in the hard tat of qualifying the Twelve Propoſitions, which 
you have condemned in Sir John Throckmorton's Letters; for they are de- 


clared to be xesPECTIVELY falſe, erroneous, ſcandalous, injurious to the Head of 


the Church and to @ General Council, ſubverſive of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, tending 


10 ſebiſm, favouring hereſy, inducing to ſchiſm and bergy, ſchiſmatical, contrar, 5 
10 4 formal defition of a General. ranma and to wy ting f 2 — r. 


Fal. Letter, 5. 21. F l. 4 beit aun - eue. 
I IIa. zl. 3; and Matt, xii. 20. l 
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All this is very nice, indeed! but ſtill, my Lord, there is ſomewhat want- 
ing. We are left to gueſs the connexion between the propoſitions and the qua- 
lifications ; and have no ready clue to lead us through the Dædalean labyrinth. 
Had there been but bree more qualifications, or were the copulative in wo of 
them transformed into a comma, they would juſt amount to the number of 
cenſured propoſitions; and we might then ſuppoſe that they correſponded one 
with another, in a re/peFive progreſſion from falſity to hereſy.—Or if ſome re- 
ferential cypher had been annexed to each propoſition and its correlative 
epithet, it would have till been eaſy to ſee the whole climax of criminality : 
whereas, at preſent, without being very acute dogmatical Theologians, we cannot 
know which is the very worſt, which the midaling worſt, and which the /zaft 
worſt of the cenſured doctrines. I may be told, and probably ſhall be told, 
that they are all bad: but that does, by no means, ſatisfy me; nor can it ſa- 
tisfy any man of plain common ſenſe, whoſe mind has not been diſciplined 
by dogmatical Theology. They are not, ſurely, all equally bad: elſe why qua- 
lify them reſpeZively ? Since, then, they are reſpectively qualified, they muſt 
have a reſpective degree of guilt in them; and I wiſh to LOA what that de- 
gree of guilt is. | 
For example: I wiſh to know which and how many of the /welve are only 
falſe, which and how many only erroneous; for I can fancy, that a propoſi- 
tion may be falſe or erroneous, without being criminal at all, and certainly 
without being a fit ſubject for eccleſiaſtical cenſures. The former may include 
a mere matter of fact, and the latter a mere matter of. opinion: and ſurely, 
my Lord, you would never claſs either with propoſitions contrary to the faith 


of the Church. 
Again. I may wiſh to know what propoſition tends only to /chi/m, what in- 


duces to ſchiſm, and what is abſolutely ſchiſmatical; for it is eaſy for any writer 
to let fall a ſentence that may, occaſionally and unintentionally, tend to ſchiſm, 
There are ſeveral propoſitions that have for ſome years paſt been occaſionally, 
and, I hope, unintentionally, dropping both from the tongues and -pens of 
your dogmatic Theologians, which, to my conviction, manifeſtly tend to ſchiſm, 
and to ſomething worſe than ſchiſm : yet were I a Vicar Apoſtolic, as you are, 
or even an ordinary Biſhop, which you are not, I would not raſhly make ſuch 
propoſitions the ſubject of a-formal cenſure; 5. much leſs annex to the defence 


of them canonital PR | | 
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I fay the ſame thing with regard to hereſy: a propoſition that comes only 
near to it is not a proper ſubject of cenſure. No, my Lord, if I keep but a ſingle 
hair's breadth between me and hereſy, I am no heretic, and cannot with any 
Juſtice be treated as ſuch ®. Beſides, my Lord, your qualifying a propoſition 
nearly beretical, is not a proof that it is ſo. Greater men than you have qua- 
lified propoſitions to be nearly heretical, nay heretical, which neither you nor 
I believe to be ſuch. Had you or I lived in the days of Bellarmine, at 
Rome, or any other place where Roman maxims prevailed, and had the miſ- 
fortune to maintain this propoſition: The Pope has, neither dire#ly nor in- 
e direfth, any temporal power over ſtates and empires,” would you or I have 
liked to be cenſured and ſuſpended for teaching this doctrine? Yet Bellar- 
mine tells us that the contrary propoſition was the common opinion of Catho- 
lics +; and that this was rather a hereſy than an opinion 1. Nay, the con- 
temporary and friend of Bellarmine, Baronius, affirms it to be a hereſy, and 
calls it the hereſy of the politicians || ; and he would have been a ſturdy Vicar 
Apoſtolic, or even a regular Ttalian Biſhop, who ſhould then have dared to 
contradict Baronius and Bellarmine ſupported by the Roman See. What 
then would Rome have thought of a Vicar Apoſtolic, who ſhould have 
openly diſclaimed this doQtrine, and even ſworn that he did not believe it? 
' You ſee, my Lord, that a propoſition, at certain times and in certain places, 
may be called heretical, or nearly heretical, which at other times or in other 


places may be perfectly per 
The 


* Natalis * goes further, and proves in form, That one may ſpeak like a heretic, act 
like a heretic, and communicate with heretics, and yet be no heretic, You and I, my Lord, ate 
not obliged to ſubſcribe to the do&rine of Nat. Alex. but bis authority in France is at leaſt equal 
to that of Bellarmine ; and, as he is here pleading the cauſe of a Pope, his doctrine, in this point, 
would not probably be deemed Heterodox at Rome. See Natalis Alexander's Defence of Ho- 
norius. 

+ Tertia ſententia media, et Catholicorum communis: Pontificem, ut Pontificem, non habere 
direttè et immediate ullam temporalem poteſtatem, ſed ſolum ſpiritualem : tamen, ratione ſpiritu- 

» abs, habere ſaltem indirectè poteſtatem quamdam, camque ſummam, in temporalibus. Bellarm. 
de Sum. Pont. I. 2. 

1 Altera non tam ſententia quam lræreſis. Thid. 

1] Hzrefis errore notantur omnes qui ande Ramos cathedra Petri, > duobus alterum 
gladium auferunt, nec niſi ſpiritualem concedunt. Baron. ad ann. 1073, 4 13. 


$ We Engliſh Catholics, although ſufficiently unfortunate in other reſpes, were at leaſt lucky 
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The ſame Bellarmine affirms that it is almoſt an article of faith (fer? de fide ), 
that the Roman Pontiff is above a General Conncil, and the whole Church *: 
but the Councils of Baſil, Piſa, and Conſtance aſſert the contrary to be of faith 
(ae fide), without the modification of almeft ; and the Gallican Church, eſpe- 
cially the ſchool of Paris, has ever maintained the doctrine of theſe Councils + ; 
nay the Church of Rome. itſelf was fain to tolerate (as Bellarmine expreſſes it) 
this erroneous opinion . 

Ihe doctrine that “the Pope has the power of depoſing Kings, _ diſ- 
penſing with oaths of allegiance,” which you and J have ſolemaly renounced, 

ſhould be a point of faith, with thoſe who believe the Pope to be infallible; 
and accordingly it was once deemed a hereſy to deny it by the greater part of 
dogmatic Theologians. Indeed if Popes, or even Councils, or both together, 
be in all reſpects infallible, I can ſee no means of eluding the imputation; for 
ſurelyſeyeral Popes, and ſome Councils, have claimed and exerciſed the depoſing 
and diſpenſing; powers. Hence, in this ſuppoſition, the Jeſuit Leſius had reaſon 
to afſirm, . That there is hardly any article of faith of which the denial is more 
dangerous than that of the depoſing power {$:” A celebrated profeſſor of 
Louyain || was ſomewhat more moderate z; yet ſtill he calls the denial of that 
power hereſy, or next to heręſy; and maintains that he has a majority of Divines 
on his ſide; and indeed we all know, that when the Sorbonne cenſured this 


in this; that between us and Rome lay the great kingdom of France. The Gallican Church, or 
rather the Univerſity of Paris, ſupported by the French Parliaments, was long a ſtrong bulwark 
againſt the irruption of Romiſh opinions among us. But for this intermediate barrier we ſhould 
have all been Bellarminites, Parſonites, Knottites, not Engliſh Catholics : but, under the ſhelter of the 
Gallican liberties, and by adopting Gallican maxims, we ſaved ourſelves from the imputation of 
many errours ; and were hence enabled to carry on a more-rational controverſy with our Sn 
brethren. | | | 

* Bellarm. de Concil. I. ii. 17. 

+ Ego vero negare non poſſum, quin Gallus ſim, et Pariſienſis Eccleſiæ alumnus, in qui Rom, 
Pontificem ſubeſſe Conciliis tenetur; et "gn dicunt ibi contrarium, ĩi tanquam heretic: notantur. 
Car. Lotharing. apud Launoi. 

Nam adhuc videmus ab Eccleſia tolerari qui eam ſententiam ſequuntur. Bellarm. L vii. 2. 
s See his Diſcuſſio Deereti magni Concilii Laterani, where he ſums up the dreadful conſequences 
_ muſt flow from denying it ; the principgl of which is, ** That the Roman Church has erred for 

4500 years in a momentous matter.” 

| 'D'Enghien, in a work againſt Natalis Alexander, entitled, AuSoritas Sedis Aral, Kc. in 
Regen &c. printed at Cologne in 1684. | 
C 25 
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ultramontane doctrine, in the caſe of Sanctarellus, their cenſure was con- 
demned by the Inquiſition of Toledo; and, if we may credit D'Enghien, by 
the whole clergy of Hungary, as, at leaſt erroneous and ſchiſmatical. 

Were I in your Lordſhip's place, and diſpoſed to cenſure any propoſitions, 
they would be ſuch as tend to give ſcandal, or were evidently ſcandalous and 
offenſive to (truly) pious ears. Some ſuch are to be heard from the mouths of 
divers of your Divines, even in the chair of truth. I have heard of a preacher 
telling his auditory, that by communicating, during a certain period ; at a cer- 
tain privileged altar, each of the communicants might take a ſoul out of Pur- 
gatory; a propoſition, which to me appears to deſerve alone almoſt one half of 
the qualifications which you have heaped on Sir John's dozen: yet I would 
not raſhly have iſſued a Paſtoral Letter againſt this /candalous doctrine. I 
would have firſt tried admonition, then exbortation, then reprebenfion; and, 
when all theſe had been tried unſucceſsfully, I would, after due warning, 
have forbidden him to preach ; but would not, for that, have ſuſpended him 
from his other ſacerdotal functions. I have heard many other ſcandalous 
propoſitions relative to indulgences.—lI have heard ridiculous privileges an- 
nexed to chaplets, ſcapulars, medals, &c.; for which there is no ſolid founda- 
tion, either in ſcripture or apoſtolical tradition.—I have feen poor illiterate 
women teaſed almoſt out of their fenſes about thoſe holy toys, as often as 
they had occaſion to change a Director, every one. contending that bis /pell 
was the moſt efficacious. © You muſt count your beads,” ſaid one ;—<© You 
«© muſt wear a ſcapular,” ſaid another; “ You muſt hang this bleſſed medal 
« about your neck,” ſaid a third: thus, while each preached up the won- 
drous virtues of his own favourite auble, and depreciated that of his predeceſ- 
for, the good, ſimple peniteut was at a loſs to know to which ſhe ſhould give 
the preference, or if ſhe ſhould, for the greater ſecurity, embrace them all. 
This, my Lord, is no fable nor poetical exaggeration. I was once aſked by 
one of thoſe devotees which of the two. alternatives I would adviſe her to 
chooſe, to ſtick by any one of the forementioned devotions, or to monopolize 
them all 2 The latter, to be ſure,” faid I, © unleſs you have the courage to 
« do better ſtill; that is, to throw the whole of them aſide, and ſtick to the 
«© GosrEL.” Whether the good woman followed my advice, 1 know not; 
but I think I gave her a ſound one: and, if I could preſume to adviſe your 
Lordſhip, my ſerious advice would be to exert your epiſcopal. authority, and 
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employ your paſtoral care in rooting out ſuch ſcandalous practices, with many 
other of a ſimilar nature, which I could point out; and to endeavour by all 
poſſible means to bring back your little Church, as nearly as poſſible, to the 
ſimple unadorned form of PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY ; the moſt ſtriking og 
Je& of admiration that was ever preſented to man. 

In truth, my Lord, our external worſhip has too many uſeleſs and even 
cumberſome trappings ; an1 many of our ceremonies muſt appear puerile and 
ridiculous to thoſe who are not ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in their favour. —A li- 
turgy in Latin, too, for a mere Engliſh people is, whatever ſophiſms our contro- 
verſialiſts contrive to defend it, a moſt unreaſonable thing.—Paying money for 
dirges is an unſeemly cuſtom, and dirges themſelves are totally unneceſſary, to 
ſay no more, —Abſtaining from certain meats on certain days is a filly piece of 
devotion which we owe to Afiatic fanaticiſm. Though now a piece of orthodoxy, 
it was once a badge of hereſy. At any rate it ſhould be voluntary ; and neither 
penalty nor infamy nor guilt annexed to the tranſgreſſion; elſe in vain we boaſt 
of that Goſpe! liberty with which Chriſt hath made us free x. In our preſent 
mode of adminiſtering ſome of the ſacraments there is much apparent childiſh- 
neſs; where I need not indicate; your Lordſhip muſt eaſily ſee to what I allude. 
In ſhort, I may ſay of our preſent public rites and worſhip what a Latin poet 
ſays of one of his predeceſſors, 


ce Cum flueret lutulentus, erat quod tollere velles.” 


There is a good deal of mud in the ſtream of modern diſcipline: but its 
waters may yet be purified, and reſtored to their priſtine limpidity. Let thoſe 
ſlimy currents, which have been rolling among them for almoſt thirteen cen- 
turies, be excluded, and the work is done. It is a part of your duty, my Lord, 
to be aiding in the noble work: if you can ſtop but one ſluice it will be ſome-- 
thing; but if you can ſtop them all, you will be a Yicer Apaſtolic indeed, and 
worthy the name of Succeſſor of the Apoſtles. 


« O! mihi tam longe maneat pars ultima vite 
« Spiritus et, quantum fat erit tua dicere facta !” 


„Thus the Apoſtle Paul: One ſcrupleth not to eat any thing, another (weak one) eateth 
4% only herbs. Let not him who eateth deſpiſe him who eateth not; nor him who eateth not con- 
« demn him who ecateth.” Rom. xiv. 2, 3.—See alſo Theodoret on this place; who aſſures us 
that this was ſtill the uſage of the Churches in his days.— The paſſage is in tom. iii. p. 142, 
Nov. Ed, C2 But 
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But no, my Lord, it is not from your timid hand that I look for ſuch a 
hardy deed : yet other hands, I truſt, will be found to accompliſh it; and I 
hope yet to ſee the brook of Siloah cleared of every impurity, and its waters 
quaffed by Catholics, untainted as they flow from their ſource. | 

A little bit of enchufiaſm, my Lord (if to admire primitive Chriſtianity and 
ancient diſcipline may be called by that name), has impercentibly led me a 
little out of my way: I now ſoberly return to the ſubject of your Paſtoral Let- 
ter; and here again I cannot abſtain from counſelling ;—why ſhould 1? A 
Preſbyter may ſurely counſel, though he may not controul, a Biſhop. Preſbyter 
Jerom gave ſome good counſel to Biſhop Auſtin; Preſbyter Bernard gave many 
excellent counſels to Biſhop Eugenius: ſo, why may not Preſbyter Geddes give 
ſome not unufeful counſel to Biſhop Douglas? | 
My firſt counſel ſhall be, to let the cenſuring of books altogether alone : 
is an ungracious, dangerous expedient ; and has for the moſt part a very _ 
_ ferent effect from that which it is meant to produce.—Theſe are not the days, 
and this is not the country, in which to erect an inquiſitorial tribunal.— En- 
gliſhmen will read what books they pleaſe; and do read what books they pleaſe, 
although theſe may have been cenſured by a much higher authority than that of 
a Vicar Apoſtolic. At Rome, my Lord, you know how many volumes are con- 
demned, which we daily read without remorſe. Our very Manuals of Prayer are 
there prohibited, if they contain any Litanies beſide that of the ſaints and that 
called of Loretto; but eſpecially ſuch of them as have the maſs in Engliſh.— 
Our Spectators and Tatlers are prohibited by Rome. The admirable diſ- 
courſes of Fleury, almoſt all the works of Du Pin, the works of Van Eſpen, 
ſome of the beſt pieces of Natalis Alexander, with many a ſcore of other moſt 
uſeful and orthodox works, are prohibited by Rome. Even Buxtorff's Lexi- 
con, I am told, is forbidden by Rome! ſo that if a Roman Catholic, WhO 
ſhould wiſh to learn Hebrew, could find no other Dictionary, he muſt either 
forego his wiſh, or tranſgreſs a prohibition.—In moſt countries I think he 
Vvould riſk the latter. Indeed there is hardly a branch of literature that one 

may wiſh thoroughly to ſtudy, to which he can apply without ſuch a riſk; 
becauſe many of the beſt books on moſt ſubjects are forbidden by Rome. 

For example, my Lord, ſhould I have an inclination to write the Hiſtory 
of Naples, I muſt, among other volumes, conſult Gianone : but this I muſt do 
in the face of a Roman prohibition TOY enforced, that even a Vicar 

* | | Apoſtolic | 
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Apoſtolic has not the power of infringing it“. A facetious Frenchman 
once told me, that, in order to find out what were the beſt written books on 
any ſubject except mathematics, he was wont to conſult an Index Expurgaterius, 
where he was ſure to meet with what he wanted. My method has been ſome- 
what different : I have been accuſtomed to read and judge for myſelf; but I 
muſt confeſs that I have ſeldom met with a well-written book, which, on 


looking into ſome Index, I did not find there, I have one this moment before 


me in which there are near ſeven hundred authors in the firſt claſs of the 
damned ones, whoſe works both already publiſhed and to be publiſhed are pro- 


ſcribed +; and in this claſs we find the names of Fagius, Druſius, Eraſmus, 
Caſſander, Henry Stevens, Grotius, and a hundred more authors of the very 


firſt rank in high literature. 
We ſcripture critics, my Lord, ſhould above all men be trammelled in our 


purſuits, were we to pay any regard to theſe book cenſurers. Were I, with a 
Roman or Spaniſh Index in my hand 4, to purge my biblical collection (ſuch 
as it is) I ſhould throw out by far the moſt valuable part of it, and reduce it to a 


fifth at leaſt ; nay, of that remaining fifth there are hardly fifty volumes which 
I ſhould wiſh to keep, unleſs for ſhew. On the revival of letters we had ſome 


tolerable ſacred critics, who, if they had lived at a later period, and been 
better acquainted with the Oriental idioms, would have been excellent commen- 
tators: but who are they? They chiefly whoſe works were either proſcribed al- 
together, or barbarouſly mutilated by the hands of inquiſitors. In the laſt 
and preſent age we have alſo had ſome good writers in this line, particularly 
in France, and more recently in Italy and Germany. We cin boaſt of a Ma- 
riana, a Maldonatus, a Tournemine, a Morinus, a Simon, a Houbigant, a 


De Roſſi, a Branca, a Borgia, and ſome other inferior names: but what are 


theſe to the numerous hoſt of Proteſtant writers who have lived in the ſame 
period, and illuſtrated the ſame ſubject ? and even thoſe few became eminent, 


by deviating from the common track, and often treading on forbidden ground. 


* In the temporary revoeable Faculties (as they are termed) which the Pope is pleaſed to give 
to his Vicare, in the licence to retain and read prohibited books, the works of Gianone and Mac- 
chiavelli are commonly excepted, 

+ Prima claſſis auctorum damnatorum, quorum opera, edita et edenda, prohibentur. 

; Like the French Abbeſs who ejected from I TIE 
found noted in the Bibliotheque Fanſeniſte, : | 

I ſhall 
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I ſhall ſoon again have oecaſion to reſume this ſubject; let me, at preſent, 
conclude what I have yet to ſay on cenſuring books in R__ and of yu 
particular cenſure of Sir John's book. 

I beg leave then to repeat it, my Lord, you had better not cenſure books 
at all; but leave them to be anſwered by your divines ; or anſwer them your- 
ſelf. But if you deſpiſe this counſel, and will abſolutely cenſure at any rate; 
I would next adviſe you not to imitate the Roman mode of cenſuring propo- 
ſitions in globo, but rather follow that of the Sorbonne; who were wont to diſ- 
cuſs every propoſition ſeparately, and affix to it a ſpecific qualification. — Or 
if this ſeem too much labour, and if ſo nice a diſcrimination be too hard a 
taſk for your dogmatic Theologians, you may borrow a uſeful hint from ons 
of them ; who, after denouncing the works of Mr. Berington to his Biſhop, 
as being /everally and rg/peively unſound in faith, injurious to the ſpiritual 
« ſupremacy of the Head of the Church, and to the ſpiritual authority and ju- 


“e xiſdiction of Biſhops, ſubverſive of the principles of our allegiance to his 


« Majeſty and our country, hurtful to eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, diſreſpe&ful to 
« the Holy Father and Doctor of the church S. Bernard, favouring novelty, 
« ſcandalous, and offenſive of pious ears; more eſpecially denounces ſeven- 
teen propoſitions, extracted from thoſe works; © becauſe (ſays he) grandiu/- 


culæ ſunt*. Whether the acute divine took this diminutive for the ſuperlative 


of grandis, as the context and tenor of his reaſoning ſeem to demand; or 


whether he really thought thoſe ſeventeen propoſitions the leſs groſs of the 


whole, I know not: but I think an improvement could hence be made in 
future ſcales of cenſure ; and a ſtring of propoſitions divided into three claſſes 
at leaſt ; grandes, grandiores, and grandiuſculæ, if the laſt. be taken for a ſuper- 
lative ; or inverting this order, if it be, as Terence thought, a diminutive. 
We ſhall then have, in a declining ſeries, grandiores, grandiuſculæ, and grandes: 
to which, if Plautus be good authority, might be added grandiculæ; and as 
grand iſimus, though not, perhaps, of the pureſt latinity, is alſo found in that 
language, we might put it at the head of them; and ſo have a ſcale of five 
degrees. This mode of claſlification, though not altogether unexceptionable, 
would be better than none; and, if the propoſitions were not very numerous, 


* Remarks on the Writings of the Rev. Mr. Joſeph Berington by the Rev. Charles Plowden : one of 
the moſt liberal and igtolerant compoſitions that has yet come under my view.—Sce the Appendix, 


No. IL 
would 
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would lead us to gueſs at the cenſurer's meaning. At any rate we ſhould 


know in which of the five degrees the cenſured propoſition ſtood : for there 


are writers, my Lord, who might have little ſcruple in riſking a grandicule or 
grandiuſcule propoſition, who would not go the length of a grandiſime one. 

Your Lordſhip may call this fneering, and ſneering, too, at holy things! 
I really meant to be ſerious ; but, verily, there are ſome occafions— 

«© When to be grave exceeds all pow'r of face.“ 

I muſt laugh, my Lord, at laughter- provoking objects. Ridentem dicere verum, 
was a maxim well known before the days of Horace; and often applied to 
good purpoſes ; and I will never forego the privilege of uſing it, when a pro- 
per ſubje& preſents itſelf. I will laugh at what I think ridiculous, either in a 
Prieſt, or in a Biſhop, or in a Pope : and many Prieſts, Popes, and Biſhops 
have done ridiculous deeds : but I never laugh, I never will laugh at boy 
things ; I mean at what, I am convinced, are holy things: but I no more con- 
ſider your Lordſhip's cenſure of Sir John Throckmorton's book as a holy 
thing, than Paſcal did the caſuiſtry of certain Jeſuits *: I conſider, I cannot 
help conſidering your cenſure of Sir John Throckmorton's propoſitions, as a 
vague jumble of harſh words, the application of which is impoſſible to be 
made by a man of moderate underſtanding, and would puzzle even the angel 
of the ſchool +. | | | | 

Your Lordſhip and colleagues haye not been contented barely to cenſure 
Sir John's propoſitions : you have annexed a grievous penalty to the defence 
of them.—** And we hereby caution the faithful in general committed to our 
ec charge, as they tender their eternal ſalvation, againſt maintaining or ad- 
« hering to the doctrines above cenſure ; and we prohibit our clergy, in 
* particular, from preaching, teaching, maintaining, or ſupporting am of the 
e aforeſaid condemned opinions, under the penalty of ſuſpenſion from all di- 
e vine functions: which ſentence we ſhall confider it as your duty to watch 
ce over and to enforce 1. t 

Even here there 1s ſomewhat ridiculous, my Lord ; at which however I will 
not laugh: I will only expoſtulate. Is it poſſible, then, that it was your real 


® See the Provincial Letters. 
+ Thomas Aquinas is known by this name. 
$ Paſt, Letter, P. 21» 
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intention to ſuſpend your clergy from their functions for harely ſupporting 


am one of thoſe te. ve propoſitions ? Is a mere erroneous opinion a ſubject of 


ſuſpenſion ? Is a generous benevolent wiſh a ſubject of ſuſpeofion®? Is the ſixth 


Propoſition a ſubje& of ſuſpenſion ? namely that © a Brief of the, Pope is of no 
* authority, unleſs when received and admitted by the church to which it is ad- 
« drefled.” In France, my Lord, before France was a Republic, and when the 
Gallican church was yet a fately veſſel (as one of your divines calls her), they went 
much beyond this. They maintained that a Papal Breve was of no authority at 
all without the ſanction of the State as well as of the Biſhops ; and the French 
clergyman, who ſhould have preached, teached, maintained, or ſupported the con- 
trary, would have been deemed an enemy to his country and the liberties of 
the Gallican church. The French, my Lord, were ever jealous of Papal Breves 
and Bulls: I have heard of very harmleſs ones being burned by the hand of 
the hangman, merely becauſe they had been introduced into the kingdom 
without legal fanftion. Nor was England leſs jealous, at ſome periods; ; 
even while it was yet Catholic, and in communion with the Roman See ;. as 


your Lordſhip muſt well know, if you have ever looked into our Statute-Book, 


or read our Hiſtory : and if, at preſent, our Legiſlature ſhould enact that no 
ſuch Breve or Bull ſhall hereafter be received in England; both you and I, my 
Lord, and every Engliſh Catholic ought to comply with that law: © becauſe” 
(I repeat Sir John's propoſition in another form)“ Becauſe no Papal Bull 
© or Breve is of any authority where it is not legally received and legally pro- 
« mulgated.” Nay, were the Government and Church of England to return 
to-morrow, to the religion of their forefathers, and were pleaſed to re-eſtabliſh 
or rather to reinforce the laws of Præmunire; the Bull that made you a Biſhop 
would be of no authority in England. I go yet further, and. affert, that if 
the Catholics of the London diſtrict had unanimouſly refuſed to have your 
Lordſhip for their chief paſtor, your Conſecration Bull from Rome would 


* Tenth Propoſition. 7 wiſh the Catholics to be relieved ' from their - preſent fate of anarchy and 
confuſion. 

+ L'on ne regarde comme loi en n France les Bulles ou les Conftitutions des Papes, que quant elles 
ont et ſolennellement publites par les archevẽques et les evẽques, chacun dans ſon dioceſe.— ll eſt 
defendu aux archeveques et eveques e publier dans leurs dioceſes, et aux particuliers de diſtribuer, de 


quelque maniere que ce ſoit, et de faire imprimer les Bulles, Breſs, Conſtitutions, et les autres dẽ- 


crets Emanes de la cour de Rome, ſous quelques titres qu'ils paroiſſent, à moins que ces pieces ne 
ſoient authoriſces par des Lettres Patentes enregiſtrees au Parlement. Hericourt, Loix Eccleſ. 
p- 289. 

| have 
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have no ſort of authority among the Catholics of the London diſtrict: for no 
Pope's Bull whatever can force a chief Paſtor on any church, howſoever ſmall 

and inſignificant, againſt their unanimous will. It is the expreſs or tacit ac- 

ceptance of you for our Biſhop that makes you lawfully ſuch ; and not the bare au- 

thority of any Bull; as I hope clearly to ſhew in the tract have already alluded to. 

| Your cenſure of Sir John's ſeventh Propoſition * did not much ſurpriſe me. 
I know that to ſay any thing to the diſcredit of the Council of Trent is account- 

ed a ſpecies of blaſphemy : but you may live to ſee the day, my Lord, when 

the conduct of that Synod will be freely diſcuſſed by honeſt Catholics; and 
found, by honeſt Catholics, to have been neither a general, nor a free Council. 

Mark, I do not ſay that this is my opinion: but I ſay that the day may come 
when it will be the opinion of many Catholics ; perhaps of the whole Catholic 

Church. Mean while I ſhall only obſerve with reſpe& to Sir John's Propoſi- 
tion, that it is perfectly true, but not ſo accurately expreſſed as it might be. 

That 00 great power, which he mentions, was not given by the Council; 3 it 
was extorted from them by the Pope's Legates. Read Vargas's Letters, my 
Lord; if you will not Fra-Paolo's Hiſtory +. Indeed, the Council of Trent 
is not the only Council, that has given too much power to the Roman Pontiff. 
For, in this, Councils may err, as well as other aſſemblies; and, in my opinion, 
have erred egregiouſly by transferring ſo large a ſhare of their 6wn power (or 

rather of a power which they had not themſelves) to a ſingle man, who has fo 

often and ſo enormouſly abuſed it. 

I have now, at length, given your Lordſhip an opportunity of uſing your 
epiſcopal authority in a formal manner, at leaſt. You may now, if you pleaſe, 
ſuſpend me from the functions of my order; which you could not, with any ſhadow 
of right or juſtice, do before. I have now- defended two of Sir John's Propo- 
fitions ; but at the time when you declared me ſuſpended, J had defended none 

of them; I had not even ſaid that they were defenſible: T only had called the 
work an excellent work, and ſaid that you could nut anſwer it . Now I have 


* See the Propoſitions in the Appendix, No. I. 

I It has been long cuſtomary with our Controverſialiſts to fall into a paſſion, at the bare mention 
of this celebrated writer; and to call him by injurious names: even Boſſuet himſelf is not free from 
this illiberal abuſe. But whatever may have been the principles of Sarpi ; whether he were a ſound 
Catholic or a diſguiſed Calviniſt ; his Hiſtory has ſtood the teſt of time, in ſpite of Pallavicini's art- 
ful attempt to overturn it : and Courayer has ſhewn, that every eſſential part of it is corroborated 
by collateral evidence, and genuine vouchers. | 


2 See the Appendix, No. V. 3 
a : D poſitively 
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poßtirely defended two of the Propoſitions ; ; and am ready to defend all the 


reſt, if the Author himſelf decline the taſk. Ves, my Lord, there is not a 


ſingle Propoſition of the Twelve, which contains any thing contrary to Catholic 
Faith, or ſound Goſpel morality; nothing in them that is not defenſible (unleſs it 
be miſapprehended or miſexplained) on principles perfectly Catholic; nothing 
that is not agreeable to the ſpirit and primitive diſcipline of the Catholic Chriſ- 
tian Church. If ambitious aſpiring Popes have, in corrupt and unenlightened 
rimes, trampled upon Primitive Diſcipline, and, through fraud and fabricated 
Decretals, got a new ſyſtem of Juriſprudence gradually erected; that does 


not render the Primitive Canons bad Canons, nor the doctrines built upon 
them bad doctrines. If Popes have arrogated to themſelves privileges and 


prerogatives to which they had no right; and uſurped powers that not only 
did not belong to them, but were an infraction on thoſe of others, is it not 
lawful for Sir John Throckmorton, or me, or any other individual to detect 
and point out thoſe infringements and uſurpations; and to ſhew the law fulneſs 
and expediency of reforming ſuch flagrant abuſes? If we allow to the Biſhop 
ot Rome every privilege that St. Peter had (which is granting a good deal 


| too much) can we be cenſured for allowing him no more, in his quality of St. 


Peter” 5 ſucceſſor i in the Roman See? Do you, my Lord, allow him any more? 
If you do, I pity your credulity ; ; although I pardon your prejudice. 
Before I quit your cenſure of the Twelve Propoſitions, I muſt make one ob- 
ſervation more, on the latter part of it; which tempts me again to ſmile, in 
ſpite of my reſolution to be ſadly ſerious. Although i it be a Layman's book, 
and a Layman's Propoſitions, that are cenſured, you denounce no penalty 
either againſt the Author himſelf, or any other Layman, who may, haply, be 
of the Author's opinion: while you threaten your poor Clergy with imme- 
diate ſuſpenſion, for the ſame offence. Might this inconſiſtency be owing to 
a ſort of apprehenſion, leſt, if ſome of the more learned vf your Clergy ſhould 
chooſe to take up the gauntlet in favour of the Layman, your Theologians, 
deeply read as they are, might not be equal to the conteſt ? Be that as it will; 
fince you deemed it right to threaten your tranſgreſſing Clergy with ſuſpen- 
fion, you ſhould, at the ſame time, have threatened your tranſgreſſing Laity 
with the minor excommunication, at leaſt: and as there may, probably, be 
whole little townſhips, or large families, where ſome or all of the damned Pro. 


es are taught and maintained ; it might not have been improper to 
have 
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have threatened them with an Interdict! Thus you would have diſplayed the 
ſum-total of Kpiſcopal authority, with reſpect to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure ex- 
cept the act of Degradation; which, I fear, you dare not exerciſe. This, my 
Lord, is not laughing at holy things : it is but ſmiling at the abuſes of Epiſ- 
copal power exerting itſelf beyond its lawful bounds, and without an adequate 
cauſe. The raſh infliction of cenſures has ever bcen an odious buſineſs, and 
the cauſe of much evil in the Chriſtian world. I could produce from the 
page of hiſtory ſuch a train of miſchiefs and calamities arifing thence, as would 
fill my readers with aſtoniſhment. Excommunications, Suſpenſi ons, Interdicts 
have, in the hands of Popes and Biſhops, been too often engines to ſupport 
every ſpecies of iniquity ; and have been rarely, very rarely indeed, attended 
with any ſalutary conſequences. I would ſay of Cænſures, what Gregory of 
Nazianzum ſaid of Synods : I never have ſeen much good accrue from them, 
but much evil: and it is my firm belief that your's, my Lord, has already 
been productive of more evil than good. 

With Sir John's Book I have now done at preſent ; and haſten to my own; 
which you and your Colleagues have been pleaſed to introduce in the follow- 
ing manner: *© Moreover, as the Church of God * has at all times watched 
ce with a moſt jealous care over the heavenly treaſure of the Sacred Scriptures, 
ce and has condemned the practice of printing the ſaid Scriptures, or any ex- 
ce poſitions of, or annotations upon the ſame, unleſs ſuch have been ſeverally 
cc examined and approved of by due eccleſiaſtical authority: hence it is in- 
« cumbent upon us to warn the Faithful committed to our care againſt the uſe 
« and reception of a certain work of this kind, as far as it has yet appeared, 
«which is deſtitute of theſe requiſites ; and which is entitled The Holy Bible, of 
«© the Books accounted ſacred by Jews and Chriſtians ; otherwiſe called, The Books 
& of the Old and New Covenants ; faithfully tranſlated from the Originals; with 
« Various Readings, Explanatory Notes, and Critical Remarks ; by the . Alex- 
&« ander Geddes, LL. D.“ 

Here, then, is a large, important, expenſive Work, the darling child of 
its author, and the chief prop of his literary reputation, forbidden to all that 


If by the Church of God be excluſively meant the Romiſh Church, it muſt be allowed that at 
ſome periods 60 the has watched oyer the heavenly treaſure of Scriptures with a jealous care” in- 
deed! She locked them up from the bulk of Chriſtians, by forbidding them to be tranſlated into 
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ch of readers, for whom it was more eſpecially deſigned ; without any cauſe 
aſſigned but the want of a mere formality, which is no where obſerved, which 
was never obſerved, faye in thoſe places where an inquiſition, of ſome ſort or 
other, had been eſtabliſhed. You ſay not, that you have examined it—You 
ſay not, that it is an unfaithful verſion Lou point not out a fingle ſentence, 
which you find contrary to faith or morality—And yet you take upon you to 
proſcribe it in tolo! and all this, “ becauſe it wants, you ſay, the requiſites 
& which the Church requires” in publiſhing works on Scripture. You ſhould 

have ſaid, my Lord, © which the Diſcipline of the Council of Trent requires:“ 
for the Diſcipline of the Council of Frent is not the Church, any more than 
the Church is the Diſcipline of the Council of Trent. — However, let us ſee 
what the Council of Trent ſays, on this point of Diſcipline. 

In the fourth Seſſion of that Synod, compoſed of a very few, moſtly Italian 
Biſhops, under the conſtant controul of the Pope's Legates; a Decree was 
formed concerning the Scriptures. In the firſt Chapter of this Decree the 
Scripture Canon of the Council of Carthage is adopted, inftead of the prior 
one of the Council of Laodicza ; and all thoſe books, which the Proteſtants, 
with St. Jerom *, call Apocrypha, made equal in authenticity and authority 
with the others. This was a bold, and, I think, an imprudent ſtep : it has 
given a deal of hard work to our Bible-critics, and made them write many 
a ſurdities. The manner in which even Houbigant defends ſome of theſe 
De-uters-canonica! books, againſt Capellus, moves pity. The Church of Eng- 
land, my Lord, in this acted more wiſely. They did not reje& them from 
th-ir Bible; they did not even exclude them from public lecture; but they 
did not pretend to give them more weight and authority, than they are found 

to have bad in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity : 1 wiſh the Tridentine F aher had | 
done the ſame. | 
ln the ſecond Chapter of the ſame Decree, the 1215 Vulgate is declared to 

he an authentic edition of Scripture, and ordered to be received as ſuch by all 
the Faithful T. * chis part of the Decree ſeems pretty clear to me, 
| you 

* J EEE CE iz hola He only fol. 
lowed the Fathers before him, Melito, Origen, Athanaſius, Cyril of Jeruſalem, Epiphanius, Baſil, 
Gregory of Nazianzum, Amphilochius, Chryſoftom. 


1 It is worthy of obſervation, that although the Council here declares the Lavin Vedgare, fo ge- 
neral, 
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you know, my Lord, what altercation it has created among our Theologians. 
Volumes have been written to prove, that the Council meant to make the 
Vulgate Verſion as authentic as, nay, more authentic than, the originais; and 
to ſubſtitute it in their ſtead : while others as warmly, and with more reaſon, 
contended, that it was only preferred to other Latin tranſlations, as being the 
moſt authentic; that is, the moſt agreeable to the originals. This, I think, 
muſt certainly have been the meaning of the Council; as I have obferved in 
another place . As to its being, at the ſame time, ordered to be alene uſed 

in all public lectures, diſputations, preachings, and expoſitions ; little regard 
has been paid to the injunction, in France and other countries on this ſide the 
Alps. The beſt Bible- interpreters have not ſcrupled, in many places, to re- 


neral, to be an authentic Edition Li. e. Verſion] of the Scriptures, it fixes upon no one particular 
copy, as the ſtandard to be followed. Hence Sixtus V. juſtly remarks, that the Decree could be 
of no avail, unleſs the genuine readings of that ſame Vulgate were aſcertained, This province he 
took upon himſelf; and in 1589 gave an Edition, revifed, he ſays, with the utmoſt care, and ulti- 
mately eorrected by his own hand: which Edition he, in the plenitude of apoſtolic authority, and in 
a ſtyle and tone truly pontifical, declares to be the only genuine authentic Text of the Vulgate, 
forbids a ſingle word of it to be changed in future Editions, and denounces canonical pains and 
heavenly vengeance againſt all who ſhall preſume to contravene this Decree, Yet there ſoon aroſe 
another Pontiff, equally infallible, who made no ſort of account of Sixtus's comminations, or his 
ever-to-be valid Conſtitution, Clement VIII. ſuppreſſed all the copies of his predeceſſor's Edition, 
and, about three years after, gave one of his own, with a great many alterations, and not a ſe con- 
tradictory readings, Although neither of theſe Editions has the ſanction of any Council; yet 
each of them has the ſanction of a Pope: now which of them, pray, muſt we believe to contain the 
genuine Text of that Vulgate declared to be an anthentic Edition by the Council of Trent? 
Or, in other words, which of the two Popes was the more infallible ? * The latter, it will 
no doubt be ſaid : but why? merely becauſe he came after the other? Then, if the preſent 
Pope diſcover, or imagine he has diſcovered, that Clement's Edition is alſo erroneous, and as erro- 
neous as Clement found that of Sixtus; and, in conſequence give a new Edition, in the plenitude 
of papal power, different from both; which then of the Are will be the moſt authentic ? . That 
of Pius VI. to be ſure: and ſo on to the end of the world!“ Can any thing be more ludicrous ? 
— The truth is, my Lord, that neither the Decrees of Popes nor of Councils can make the Edi- 
tian of a book authentic. The authenticity of an Edition conſifts in its being perſectly, or as nearly 
as poſſible, conformable to the original autograph ; and this conformity can be aſcertained only by a 
long, laborious, and ſevere criticiſm, And after all, in many places, the genuine reading will be 
daubtful. Hentennius alone did more to procure a genuine copy of the Vulgate, than all the 
Popes and Cardinals together : and a much more authentic copy of it could yet be given, than the 
Edition of Clement, by a general collation of MSS. and a critical compariſon of them. 


* ProſpeRus, p. 104. 5 | 
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je& its readings, both in public Lectures and written Expoſitions ; and to 
prefer the Hebrew Text of the Old, and the Greek of the New Teſtament : 
and indeed, perhaps, this is not incompatible with the words of the Decree, 
which are not without ambiguity. 

The Synod next forbids the Scripture, with regard to waiters of faith and 
Chriſtian morality, to be wreſted to a meaning contrary to that meaning 
which the Charch has held and holdetb, or to be interpreted contrary to the una- 
nimous conſent of the Fathers *. This I confeſs, my Lord, is a perplexed and 
puzzling decree, which I wiſh the Propaganda would explain.—If the firſt 
member of it have any meaning, it muſt, I think, be accounted only a nega- 
tive injunction, forbidding to give a different interpretation where faith and 
goſpel-morality are concerned than what has been at all times held by the Ca- 
tholic Church, which is much the ſame as Vincent of Lerins's Quod ſemper, 
guod ubique, & c.; and indeed this ſhould ſeem to be at leaſt the grammatical 
meaning of the words enuit et tenet : if it were not, the words would have been 
tenuit aut tenet, which make a wide difference. But if the Catholic Church 
of all times and places be confounded with the Roman See, or even with any 
particular council of any time and place; and if it be hereby poſitively en- 
joined me to give no other meaning to any text of Scripture than I find in 
the decretals of Popes, or in the acts of Councils, even ſuch as are called Ge- 
neral, I cannot ſubſcribe to the decree for the two following reaſons : firſt, 
becauſe Popes and Councils contradict one another in the application and ex- 
planation of many Scripture texts, even ſuch as are ſuppoſed to regard faith 
and morality ; ſecondly, becauſe Popes and Councils have not unfrequently 
given meanings to texts of Scripture which, in my conception, are evidently _ 
abſurd. I ſhall quote one or two ſingular inftances. 

The ſecond Council of Nice, my Lord, which T ſuppoſe you hold to be a 
General one, among other texts in the Old Teſtament, brings in ſupport of 
image worſhip the following from the Song of Solomon: O my Dove, let 
© me ſee thy countenance! make me hear thy voice! for ſweet is thy voice, 


* Przterea, ad coercenda petulantia ingenia, decernit, ut nemo, ſuz prudentiæ innixns, in rebus 
fdei et morum ad edificationem doctrinæ Chriſtianæ pertinentium, ſacram Stripturam ad ſuos ſenſus 
contorquens, contra eum ſenſum quem tenuit et tenet ſancta Mater Eccleſia ; cujus eſt judicare de 
vero ſenſu et interpretatione Scripturarum ; aut etiam contra unanimem a Patrum, — 


Scripturam ſacram interpretari audeat. Concil. Trid. ubi ſupra, 
« and 
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«and beautiful is thy countenance “.“ In the great Capitular of Charle- 
magne, drawn up by the French Biſhops, either at or after the Council of 
Frankfort, this is called a moſt impudent application +. Pope Adrian, how- 
ever, defends the Nicene Fathers, and maintains their application to be juſt, 


His argument is curious: * They properly adduced this text,” ſays he, 
5 becauſe the ſight of ſacred images appertains to the beautiful form of our 
* Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt according to the fleſh, and of his holy Mo- 
* ther, and of the Saints . If a poor fallible prieſt, like me, had made ſo 
ridiculous an application of any text of Scripture as this Council does, and 
this Pope defends, I know not whether he would be cenſured and ſuſpended 
by a Vicar Apoſtolic ; but I am ſure he would be laughed at by every rational 
critic. Yet almoſt the whole tiſſue of Scripture texts adduced on this memora- 
ble occaſion by thoſe Tconolatrifts are nearly of the ſame flamp; and, notwith- 


ſtanding an infallible Pope's defence of them F, are more apt to produce indig- 
nation 


Alke, es Thy edu c, aH my (our preſent printed text has ws) vm Sνν ou" dri d gen 
o du, x) 1 odhig 0s . Cant. xi. 4, ut cit. in Concil. Nic. 2do, apud Labbe, vol. vii. p- 408. 
+ Quod quidem capitulum illi impudentiſſimè ad imaginum' viſionem protulerunt. Caput 19 
1 Rectè illud protulerunt, quia viſio ſacrarum imaginum ad ſpecioſam formam Domini et Salva- 
toris noſtri J. C. ſecundum carnem, ſanctæque ejus Genitricis, et Sanctorum pertinet, Apud Labbe, 
vol. vii. p. 924. 

Ho keen Adrian was to defend, per fas et nefas, againſt the Capitularits, every thing that 
was ſaid or done by this Synod, will appear from the following inſtance :—In the 4th act it was pro- 
poſed to read a quotation from Sophronius's Spiritual Meadow (Aupayayy), a book full of anile fa- 
bles, which was read accordingly ; and of which this is the ſubſtance, A certain old Monk, who 
lived on Mount Olivet, was one day fo preſſed by an unclean ſpirit, that he exclaimed : . Wilt. thou 
« never have done with me, Devil? Be gone; thou haſt already grown old with me.” — Straight 
the Devil appeared to him in a viſible form, and ſaid: Swear to me _ thou wilt not tell any 
« one what I am about to ſay to thee, and I will trouble thee no more.” The old Monk ſwore by 
Him who dwells in the higheſt; ; and the Dzmon rejoined : “ Adore not that image” (the Monk had 
an image of the Virgin carrying Chriſt), '* and I will no more trouble thee.” Let me conſider,” 
ſaid the Monk, and ran to tell Abbot Theodore. Abbot Theodore ſaid, What a foolwert-thou, 
to ſwear to the Devil! yet well haſt thou done to tell it. For the reft, it were better nat to on 
unfrequented a ſingle brothel in the city, than refuſe to adore our Lord God, with his own Mother, i 
their image.—ovuPrge di c u XuTHAYTELY tis TYY WIAUY TAUTYY N ,, is 8 wn the, v lo 8 
rfoon ure Toy Kugioy Tur x Owr I. X. frre Tr; ag avre Eνν-, in won. Concil. Nic. ubĩ ſupra, 
p. 252.— The Capitulariſts of Frankfort had called this 4 delirium replete cin error. —Aaliramentum 


zrrore plenum. But Adrian tells them that this teſtimony ny taken out of the work of a 
+ © principal 
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nation 7 convition in the breaſt of ny one who 1 is in the leaſt converſant 
with ſacred criticiſm. 

L“et us next hear a Pope explaining Scripture, or rather abuſing of it. Grego- 
ry VII. proves that he has a right to excommunicate and depoſe Kings, and to 
abſolve their ſubjects from oaths of allegiance, by the following texts: © Feed my 
« ſheep *. To thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of Heaven; and 

© whatſoeyer thou ſhalt looſe on earth ſhall be looſed in Heaven . Know ye 

cc not that we ſhall judge angels? much more things appertaining to #his 
& life .“ Which texts Bellarmine affures us (in his anſwer to Barclay) have 
been 2K ſo interpreted in many Councils, under Gregory VII. and Inno- 
cent III. Will it be ſaid that theſe explanations were the explanations of 
the Catholic Church? or explanations agreeable to the unanimous conſent of 
the Fathers ? No, my Lord, they were never heard of before the days of Gre- 
gory, and have ſince been almoſt univerſally reprobated. I could produce 

a bundred more paſſages of Scripture wreſted by Popes and Councils from 
their obvious and evident meaning, to ſupport novel opinions, in direct oppo- 

ſition, I will not ſay to the unanimous conſent of the Fathers, for that is rarely 

to be found; but certainly in direct oppoſition to the majority of the Fathers. 
The truth is, my Lord, were we to ranſack the whole ſixteen volumes of 

Labbe's edition of the Councils, and all the decretals of Popes from Siricius 

downward, we ſhould not be able to make out a tolerable conſiſtent commen- 

tary on any one book of the whole Scripture. They did not think it their 
buſineſs to explain: they were content wh afning ; and iy never appear fo 
© awkward as when they quote. 

Some few of the Fathers have, as individuals, left uſeful nou ne 

of a great part of the Bible; but even here we vainly look for unani- 
mity d among them, except where the t text is fo plain as to make diſa- 


* 


FA C 
in which Councils will ſometimes quote Scriptures, and appeal to Doctors: . 
OPIN eee | 
1 * John. ; 
1 Matth. xvi. 19. 

t 1 Cor. vi. 3. 1 

$ The reader who wiſhes to ſee bow, and with what err have commented 
on Scripture, may conſult F. Peteau's Dogmaia T heologica, Daills De ufu Patrum, or Daniel ww 


by's Difertatio de Scripturarum ä &e. 
creement 
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greement hardly poſſible. And, as to criticiſm, if we except three or four, 
they were (excuſe the term) mere babes, bewildered in the mazes of wild 
allegory and metaphyſical Platoniſm, = 

On the whole, then, this part of the Council's eee appears to be ſuper- 
fluous, and even nugatory, becauſe impracticable: at leaſt it has not been ob- 
ſerved by the moſt celebrated, and moſt reputedly orthodox divines. How 
many of Bellarmine's, Gretzer's, Suarez's explanations of Scripture are not re- 
pugnant to this decree; if it be taken in any other acceptation than that which 
I have given to it? 

At any rate, I am not conſcious of having tranſgreſſed it in any ſenſe, for I 
recolle& not a ſingle text of Scripture which I have * wreſted to a meaning 
6 contrary to the ſenſe of the Catholic Church, or to the unanimous confent 
40 of the Fathers. — Remains to be examined the next ſection of the ſame de- 
cree, in which the Synod forbids the Scriptures, or any expoſitions of them, 
to be publiſhed without the names of the printer and author; and unleſs they 
have previouſly been examined and approved of by the Ordinary, which ap- 
probation ſhall be given in writing, and appear 9 in the front of 
the book “. 

The firſt part of this injunction I haves not Ne my own name, and my 
Printer's name, are conſpicuous in the title- page. It muſt, therefore, be on 
the latter part that you ground your probibition, or your warning equivalent to 
a prohibition; namely, becauſe my work has not been * examined and ap- 
tt proved of by the Ordinary.” IT his is a requifite which it ſurely has not; 
which it could not readily have, and which I never meant it ſhould have. " 
- The front of my book exhibits not the approbation of any Ordinary; nor 
has the book, as far as I know, been ever examined by any Ordinary. But 
if I had wiſhed to have my work examined and approved of by an Ordinary, 
where was he to be found? You, my Lord, are no Ordinary, in any ſenſe of 
the word. You are neither an Ordinary Judge, nor an Ordinary Biſhop, nor an 
Ordinary Inquiſitor, nor an Ordinary Licenſer of Books; nor, in ſhort, any 


"IM Nullique liceat imprimere, vel imprimi facere, quoſvis libros de rebus ſacris-ſine nomine aucto- 
ris, neque illos in futurum vendere, aut etiam apud ſe retinere, niſi primum examinati probatique 


| 2 ab Ordinario, ſub pœna anathematis et pecuniæ in canone Concilii noviſſimi Lateranenfis 


 appoſiti.—Ipſa vero hujuſmodi approbatio in ſcriptis detur ; Nen ideo in fronte libri, vel wy 


vel impreſſi, authenticè apparent, Cone. Trid. ubi W | et V 
* ds 
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thing to 3 he term can be lawfully and S applied. You are a 
mere Vicar Apoſtolic, without any ordinary juriſdiction whatſoever : and even 
in your extraordinary Vicarial capacity, my Lord, I queſtion whether you are 
empowered by your limited and revocable faculties either to approye or to 
cenſure books of any fort ; at leaſt ſuch Vicarial faculties as I have ſeen give 
no ſuch power. I am not ignorant that you may claim ſome ſuch privilege, in 
conſequence of your Bull of Conſecration: and there is alſo a printed Breve 
of Benedict XIV. which ſeems to grant ſome ſuch privilege “. But, I repeat it, 
Papal Breves and Bulls have no coercive authority in this country, and with 
me have no authority at all, when they run counter to the tenor of ancient ca- 
nons, and infringe on the ordinary powers, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical. 

I fay, then, you are not, ſtrictly and truly ſpeaking, a Canonical Ordinary : 
but if you were a Canonical Ordinary, or even the Ordinary of Ordinaries+ him- 
ſelf; I ſhould not have aſked your approbation of my work, as a neceſſary re- 
quiſite, for its publication. If I had thought you capable of reviſing it, I 
might have ſubmitted it to your reviſal, and, in that caſe, would have liſtened 
to your obſervations: but your approbation as an Ordinary I would not have 
requeſted ; much leſs printed 1 it in the'front of my work. No, my Lord, no 
imprimatur ſhall ever appear in the front, or in the rear, of ai any work of mine. 
Tf, in my days, it happen that ſuch a reſtraint be laid on the Prefs, I ſhall 
_ to write, and weep over the expiring, liberty of my enſlaved country. 

The diſci pline of the Council of Trent I will never deem obligatory, but in 
as far as it ſhall have been publicly received and promulgated 3 in the country 

where I reſide: and as it has never been ſo received in this country (whatever 
Dod or Milner may ſay to the contrary), I think myſelf ſufficiently authoriſed 
to object to it wherever I find it objectionable . But what do I fay? Do you, 
my Lord, admit and follow the diſcipline of the Council in all its parts? 
Have you always obſerved and enforced its diſcipline, even with reſpe& to 
that injunction i in conſequence of which you have been pleaſed to proſcribe 
my verſion of the Bible? The injunction includes not only Scripture, and expo- | 
fitions of Scripture ; but every book that treats on e things. 2 5 tell me 


Sed ut ad Vieurios n revertamur, prrter e eam omnem auctoritatem, que iplis ce commu- 
vis eſt in propriis confiniis cum quolibet Ordinario in ſua civitate et diœceſi apoltolica ſancta ſedes 
Facultates formulz ſecundz elargitur, &e. | 

» oF; Ordinarius Ordinariorum—a title ſomgtimes given to the Pope. 
1 2 Bee Appendix, No. VIII. 
5 | how 
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how many books, written by Engliſh Catholics, ſince the Council of Trent, 
carry on their front an authenticated approbation of any Ordinary, or of any 
Vicar Apoſtolic ? In ſome Prayer- books, and books of inſtruction, we read 
Permiſſu Superiorum : but even this general vague permiſſion, not authenticated 
approbation, is wanting in moſt books that treat on ſacred things. Are the va- 
rious works of Pilling, Milner, Plowden, Warmole and Co. ſtamped with an 
authentic approbation? or even with a ſimple permiſſion ? Nay, to reſtrain the 
injunction to Scripture and Scripture comments only, can you point out a 
Bible or part of a Bible, a Commentary or part of a Commentary,'on the front 
of which is printed an authenticated approbation of an Ordinary Biſhop, or of 
a Vicar Apoſtolic ? The firſt edition of the Dovay Bible“ has indeed the ap- 
Probation of three Douay Doctors, but none of theſe is either an Ordinary 
Biſhop or a Vicar Apoſtolic. Dr. Chaloner's reviſion of it has a fort of ne- 


gative approbation by a Doctor and Profeſſor of the Engliſh College at 


Douay; but neither was an Ordinary Biſhop, nor a Vicar Apoſtolic. And 
| moreover, both theſe editions of the Bible want another reguiſite enjoined. by 
the Council of Trent—the author's name or names appear no where in the 
work. Gother's Epiſtles and Goſpels contain an Engliſh verſion, very often 
different from that of Douay and Rhemes. Cordell's Divine Office, beſide 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels, contains a tranſlation of almoſt the whole Pſalter: 


yet neither of theſe books were publiſhed with the conditions required by the | 
Council of Trent +. There is a work on the Scripture by a Mr. Paſtorini, 


which has been circulated all over the iſland, and much read by a certain 


deſcription of Catholics, entitled, The Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, chiefly 


deduced from the Apocalypſe of St. Jobn, which was written, printed, and pub- 
liſhed in the open defiance of every part of the Tridentine decree concerning 
the editing of Scriptural works. — For, iſt, the author has given in the expli- 
cation of the moſt myſterious of all books, a number of novel meanings, which 
are not to be found in any one Father (unleſs Bellarmine and La Chetardie be 
accounted Fathers), much leſs in a majority of Fathers. It may be faid, that 
though there be i many novel explanations i in Paſtorini, yet — are not poſi- 


I mean the Old Teſtament. For the New Teſtament printed at e has, beſide tlie ap- 
probation of two Doctors and a Profeſſor of Divinity, that of the Archbiſhop's Vicar General. 
+ There may be in ſome editions a permiſſion on them 3 but this, we have _ is not the authen- 


* 1 which the Council enjoins. 
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tively contrary to the unanimous conſent of the Fathers; and this much may 
be granted: but {till they are novel explanations, and different from any ex- 
planation thar any of the Fathers have given. 

2dly, Neither the name of the printer, nor, I am afured, the real name of 
the author, is to be ſeen in the title · page or any other part of the book. 

'3dly, No authenticated approbation of an Ordinary Biſhop, Vicar Apoſto- 
lic, Doctor, Profeſſor, or Licenſer of Books, is prefixed or poſtfixed io it: not 
even a Permiſſu Superiorum ! Yet this book of the /ci-di/ant Paſtorini has been 
printed and circulated for twenty years at leaſt, without any Vicar Apoſtolic 
having warned the faithful againſt its uſe and reception. Watchful guardians. 
of the diſcipline of the Council of Trent! I, it ſeems, was reſerved to be the 
firſt victim of your vigilance! I fear, my Lord, I ak there are other motives 


* at the bottom of this affair “. 
At 


* Tt may not be out of place to obſerve here, that the conduct of Biſhop Douglas's predeceſſor, 
Biſhop James Talbot, although neither very encouraging, nor very liberal, was yet honeſt and 
genteel. When I firſt waited on him, to let him know that I was about ſuch a work, and wiſhed to 
have his patronage, he frankly ſaid, that he could not patronize, but would not oppoſe. He only 
begged I would not meddle with the Douay verſion ; © becauſe,” ſaid he, we have thoughts of 
reviſing it ourſelves: and it is, in ſome reſpect, our property.” He added with half a ſmile:· You 
& cannot be offended at our giving a new edition of that verſion, while yours is preparing.” LI aſ- 
fured his Lordſhip, that I had no intention to meddle with their property ; and would faitbfully pro- 
miſe neither to fecal nor borrow aught from the Douay verſion: my plan being totally different; 
namely, to tranſlate, not from the Latin Vulgate, but from the Hebrew and Greek Originals. 
4 80 far, my Lord,” ſaid I in a jocular tone, © from being offended at your anticipating me by a 


« new edition of the Douay verſion, I ſhall be glad to ſee it appear before mine, for two reaſons: 1ſt, if 


« jt contain any thing new and excellent, I ſhall have the advantage of profiting by it; and 2dly, if 
« your Douay Divines make an attack on my new Tranſlation, I may, haply, have room to reta- 
« liate.” — This was in 1782.— His Lordſhip lived afterwards to ſee and read my Preſpedus, my 
Propoſals, and my Specimens : yet never expreſſed the ſmalleſt inclination to oppoſe or impede the exe- 
cution of my plan. The very laſt time I faw him, not many months before his death, he told me, 
that the reaſon why he had not ſubſcribed for the- work, was, leſt it ſhould thence be inferred, that 
he had formally and pofitively approved of it. His reaſon I thought frivolous, but his candour I 
acknowledged. What I have here advanced is, I believe, fully confirmed by his written corre- 
ſpondence with Lord Petre, on the ſame ſubject My Profpe#us, &c. had alſo been ſent to the 
other Vicars; and two of them, Biſhop Thomas Talbot, and the late Biſhop Gibſon, came both. 
together to my lodgings in Maddox-ſtreet, to return me thanks, without the ſmalleſt hint of diſ- 
approbation or blame. On the contrary, they paid ſome flattering compliments to my learning and 
induſtry, and left me in the pleaſing hope that I ſhould meet with their future applauſe, As for 

| . 7 myſelf, 
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At any rate, ye ought to be conſiſtently and uniformly vigilant; and, ſince 
ye will take upon you the office of Inquiſitors, not do its duties by halves. If 


ye deem the decrees of Popes, or even of Councils, to be unexceptionally 


binding, why not enforce them without exception? Why do you permit us 
to read any Engliſh Bible at all, without a ſpecial written licence, and after 
having firſt examined whether the reading of it is likely to be uſeful to us? Or 
rather, why do ye not call in and burn every Engliſh Bible that may be found 
in the hands of your Faithful? nay every extract and abſtract from the Bible? 
Why do ye not excommunicate your printers and bookſellers, for their criminal 
contempt of Papa} Bulls? Why, in fine, do ye not command us to eject from 
our libraries and bookcaſes all books written by Hereties, or ſuſpected of 
Hereſy ; and all books written by Catholics, of which the fronts are not 
adorned with an authentic approbation? Why have you not in every chapel 
an interleaved Index, in which ye may inſert, from time to time, ſuch wicked 
works as Rome or yourſelves may judge it expedient to cenſure; that by 
having recourſe to this catalogue, we may know at leaſt what books not to 
receive or uſe, and fave ourfelves from the penalties incurred by reading 
them? By a vigilance like this, my Lord, you would manifeſt your bounden 
' obedience to Popes decrees, eſtabliſh a genuine Romiſh diſcipline among 
| your people, ſave us the trouble of much «/eleſs reading, and leave us more 
at leiſure to turn over our prayer-books and count our beads : and when, by 
| thele means, we ſhall be gradually replunged into holy ignorance and, its 
| conſequence, ſtupid devotion, ye may lead us how and whither ye pleaſe, 
and make us believe and practiſe whatever ye think fit. This is no irony : it 
is a matter of very ſerious conſideration. To this very plight were the greater 
part of Chriſtians brought before the revival of letters, and nearly in this plight 
many Chriſtians {till remain, where letters are fettered by inquiſitions and ar- 
bitrary proſcriptions. 

. Your Lordſhip cannot ſay that the above queries are not pertinent. You 
know, or ſhould know, that by the fourth rule of the Index of Pius IV. no 
one is permitted to read any vernacular verſion of the Bible, without a ſpe- 


myſelf, I may ſafely affirm, that I have acted, throughout, a fair, open, and manly part. 1 have 
neither concealed vor diſguiſed my real views: I have ſheltered myſelf under no filly ſubterfuge, nor 
uſed any abject palliation, I have ſacriſiced to no ſyſtem; I have flattered no party: and hence, 
perhaps, it is = I have been abuſed, though not equally, by Papi and by 9 Ap- 
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cial written licence: and that, if without ſuch a licence he read or retain ſuch 
a verſion, he cannot be abſolved from his fins L. Even this limited conceſ- 
fion ſeemed too great to Clement VIII: who, in his new edition of Pius's In- 
dex, takes away from Biſhops and Inquiſitors the power of granting leave to 
buy, read, or retain any Bibles in the vulgar tongue, or even any ſummary 
or abridgement of Holy Scripture ; and this rule, he ſays, is inviolably to be 
obſerved f. | 5 

Next, as to printers and bookſellers, the decree of Leo X. made in bis 
Lateran Council, is explicit and peremptory. We decree and ordain, that 
« jn all future times, none preſume to print, or cauſe print, either in our city 
« or in any other city or dioceſe, any book or writing whatever, unleſs it has 
e been carefully examined, at Rome by our Vicar and the Maſter of the 
tc ſacred palace, in other cities and dioceſes by the Biſhop or ſome perſon of 
15 experienced knowledge deputed by him, and by the Inquiſitor of heretical 
cc depravity in that city or dioceſe where the books are Printed: and unleſs 
ce the hand-writing of the examiners.” All this under pain of excommunica- 
tion, the loſs of the whole impreſſion, and a pecuniary mulct, beſides, for the 


benefit of St. Peter's f. — Le Coghlans, Keatings, Bookers and Lewiſes, oa of 


* Qui autem abſ jue tali facultate ea (Biblia) legere ſeu habere praſumſerit, niſi prius Biblis n 
Ordinariis redditis, peccatorum abſolutionem percipere non poſſit. 


+ Animadvertandum eft circa ſupraſcriptam quartam regulam, nullam, per hanc Arete 


et editionem de novo, tribui facultatem Epiſcopis, vel Inquiſitoribus, aut Regularium Superioribus, 
concedendi licentiam emendi, legendi aut retinendi Biblia yolgan lingua edita ; eum hactenus, 


mandato et uſu 8. Romanz et univerſalis Inquiſitionis, ſublata eis fuerit facultas concedendi hujuſ- 
modi licentias legendi vel retinendi Biblia vulgaria, aut alias S. Scripturz tam Novi quam Veteris 


. ti partes, quavis vulgari lingua editas: ac inſuper ſummaria et compendia etiam hiſtorica 


eorundem Bibliorum ſeu librorum S. Scripturz, quocunque vulgari idiomate conſcripta : Wood qui- 
dem inviolalile ſervandum eſt. 

t Statuimus et ordinamus, quod de cztero perpetuis futuris temporibus, nullus librum aliquem, 
ſeu aliam quamcunque Seripturam, tam in urbe noſtra, quam aliis quibuſvis civitatibus et diœceſi- 
bus, imprimere ſeu imprimi facere præſumat, niſi prius, in urbe per Vicarium noſtrum et facri palatii 
Magiſtrum, in aliis vero civitatibus et dicecefibus per Epiſcopum vel alium habentem peritiam ſcien- 
tiz .. . ab cadem Epiſcopo ad id deputandum ac Inquiſitorem hæretieæ pravitatis civitatis five dice- 
ceſis in quibus librorum impreſſio hujuſmodi heret, diligenter examinentur, et per eorum *mantts 
propriz ſubſcriptionem . . . approbentur. Qui autem ſecus præ ſumſerit, ultra librorum impreſſorum 
.amiffionem,. et illorum publicam combuſtionem, ac centum ducatorum fine ie remiſſionis * 
2 excommunicationis ſententi4 innodatus exiſtat. ; 
at 


— 
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at your perffous ſituation, If, after this warning, ye print or publiſh a fingle 
volume without the written approbation of a Bifhop or Inquifitor, or of both; 
were it but the Hiſtory of Jack the Giant-killer, or Robin Hood's Garland; ye 
are liable to excommunication; and, unleſs ye comply with the above requi- 
fite conditions, excommunicated you muſt be—if our Vicar Apoſtolic do his 
duty *. 

And ye Roman Catholics of England, of whatever order, rank, condition, or 
degree: Clergy, Laity, Nobility, Gentry, Yeomanry, Ar ifans, Peaſants—all, 
all without exception; make haſte to purge your collections, great or ſmall, 
of every book and every pamphlet, written by Heretics, or perſons ſuſpected 
of Hereſy ; nay every book and pamphlet written by Catholics, that has not 
been examined by a Biſhop or Inquiſitor, and ſtamped with an authentic * 
probation ! 

With reſpect to books and pamphlets of the former claſs, not even an Ingus- 
Ator can give leave to read them at all; were he a Profeſſor of dogmatical theo- 
hogy, who ſhould requeſt that leave, and requeſt it for the purpole of refuting 
the prohibited work ! Hear only the Roman oracle, ſpeaking by the mouth of 
Gregory XIII. treading, he ſays, in the footſteps of his predeceſſors Julius III. 
and Paul IV. © We, of our own accord, and from certain knowledge, and- 
« after mature deliberation, revoke, by apoſtolic authority, all faculties what- 
.« ſoever, of whomſoever, and in whatſoever form, they may have been ob- 
* tained, of keeping or reading the books of Lutherans or other Heretics, or 
books ſuſpected of Hereſy ; from all perſons, whether Clergy or Laity ; of 
whatever ſtate, rank, order, or condition they may be ; (Inquiſitors and 
Commiſſaries, deputed by the Holy See to enquire into Hereſy, excepted) : 
% and we forbid all of them, under pain of ſuch cenſures, ſentences, and 
«penalties, as have been decreed (either by the Sacred Canons, or by the 


* T had almoſt forgotten to remark, that, by the rules of the Index, printers and bookſellers are 
obliged to make oarh before a Biſhop or Inquiſitor, that they will catholically, fincerely and faithfully ' 
execute their offices; obey the decrees and rules of the Index, as well as the edits of Biſhops and 
| Taquiſitors, as far as their art and employment are concerned; and not wittingly employ any periom 
in their buſineſs who is tainted with hereſy. 

F Cujuſcunque ſtatds, grad is, ordinis vel conditionis fintz etiemli epiſcopal vel arehiepiſeo- 
pali, aut alia majori ectleflaftic ſeu fæculari diguitate prefulgeant. fr 
| «A poſtolic 
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« Apoſtolic See to this very time “) againſt thoſe who read ſuch books; to 
te uſe any more ſuch faculties; or to dare, on any pretext whatever, read or 
* keep ſuch books, or any others prohibited, or to be prohibited by the Apoſ- 
e tolic See, the Inquiſitors of heretical depravity, or the Ordinaries of places. 
ec And we admoniſh, order, and command printers, bookſellers, and others 
who are in poſſeſſion of ſuch books, to deliver them up to the Inquiſitors 
<< of the place, under pain of incurring the. crime of Hereſy, and the ſentences 
< and cenſures inflicted on Heretics.“ 
Are you ready, my Lord, to enforce theſe Papal — 20Y Or will you 
. confeſs, at length, that a Papal decree has no authority in this or any other 
| country, where it has not been legally received and promulgated? Take 
either alternative: but be conliltent. Watch over the Canons, but watch 
over them equally. 
You will ſay, perhaps, that I * odiouſly FIRED into light Bulls and 
Decrees that are now obſolete, or at leaſt which have been fince modified by 
poſterior Popes. But, pray, why ſhould they be obſolete? They were made 
for all future times, and have never been revoked. The laſt quoted one, in 
particular, cannot be more obſolete than the diſcipline of the Council of Trent; 
it was ifſued after that Council, and by the Pope who ultimately confirmed 
it. Some parts of it, and of other Bulls, have, I allow, been modified. The 
rules of the Index were ſomewhat ſoftened by Benedict XIV. and Clement XIV. 
The preſent Pontiff applauds the Archbiſhop of Florence for giving to the 
Italians a vernacular verſion of the Scriptures; your Lordſhip has a Papal 
permiſſion to read prohibited books; and, I believe, a power of granting 
ſome ſuch leave to others; though of this I am not ſure, as I have not ſeen 
your faculties : but ſtill theſe are only exceptions from general rules; and ſup- 
poſe the rules, in other reſpects, to be ſtill in force: Exceptio confirmat regu- 
lam. After all, what ſort of permiſſion is it which your Lordſhip has from 
the Pope, and which you-impart to your Clergy, of reading prohibited books ? 
It is clogged with this ſpecial clauſe; that you, and they, retain and read 
them, only with an intention of confuting them. - So that if ye read and retain 
them for occaſional amuſement, information, inſtruction, the permiſſion is void. 


® "The decree of Pius IV. which is here particularly alluded to. Now by this decree one of 
the cenſures is actual excommunication, ſub excommunicationis late ſententia, aliſque cenſuris er fenis, 


2 Is 4 F * c a : 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, there is no relief for the Layman : at leaſt I believe it is underſtood, 
that the permiſſion does not extend to him: and yet a Layman may be as ca- 
pable of reading prohibited books without danger, and of confuting them 
with as much ability, as a dogmatical Theologue, or a dictatorial Biſhop. 

I truſt, however, that neither Layman nor Clergyman, in this country, will 
think that he ſtands in need of any ſuch permiſſion. I truſt, that we ſhall 
never ſee an Index Expurgatorius attempted to be eſtabliſhed among us; or any 
reſtraint laid upon us, ſave our own diſcretion, from reading and retaining what 
books we pleaſe. If ever ſuch reſtraints be eſſayed to be made by any Vicar 


Apoſtolic, and Gf ſubmitted to 


arw & Tνν)Mü I ow, 


— 


I ſhall then ſay, that the Engliſh Catholics are in a fair way to replunge ints 
a worſe than Cimmerian darkneſs, and to be fully qualified to ſwallow all 
the ſuperſtitions of Portugal or Spain. But this, I think, will never be 
the caſe. I think we ſhall continue to read any books, Bibles not except- 
ed, without permiſſion from Rome, or Rome's emiſſaries; as our fore. 
fathers have done. In Scotland, my Lord, there is hardly a Catholic 
family without a copy of the national Bible, or at leaſt of the 'national 
New Teſtament : yet I never heard that a Vicar Apoſtolic in that country (and 
there have been ſome domineering Vicars there too) preſumed to call in thoſe 
Bibles or New Teſtaments, or cenſured the readers and retainers of them, or 
warned them againſt the uſe and reception of them under the pretence of their 
being made by Heretics, or of wanting the requiſites preſcribed by the Coun- 
cil of Trent. Both my parents were Catholics, and very ſtaunch and ſtriẽt 
Catholics: yet they read, without any permiſſion, a Proteſtant Verſion of the 
Scriptures, and taught their children to do the ſame, from the years of child- 
hood. I have obſerved the ſame thing in Engliſh families, though not ſo 
generally; probably becauſe they were in poſſeſſion of copies of the Douay 
Bible; which however was beyond the reach of the poor: or becauſe their 
mode of education gave them very little reliſh for Scripture reading. 

I wiſhed to revive in them a better taſte, by preſenting chem with a Ver- 
ſion of the Scripture, ſufficiently elegant to give no diſguſt; as comprehen- 
ſive as the Vulgate itſelf; much more intelligible than the Douay Verſion; 
and more conformable to the originals than either: - and you, my Lord; and 


I Colleagues have been pleaſed to tell chem, that they muſt not accept the 
F * 
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boon ; without aſſigning any other reaſon than this: that it wants the requiſites 
which the Church (chat is the Council of Trent) demands in publiſhing Ver- 
fions of the Scripture : although you well know, that there is not a Bible in 
England, which has all thoſe requiſites 
am informed, that you boaſt of having the approbation and concurrence - 
of more than one of the Biſhops of the eſtabliſhed Church ; and you have- 
been heard to name, in particular, the Biſhop of St. David's *. 


Peace to all fuch—but if a man there be 
In Britain's Iſle, of high or low degree, 
Whoſe talents, learning, virtues, all combine 
To make the mitre with freſh luſtre ſhine— 
Should ſuch a man, in this enlightened age, 
A Gothic war with Scripture- knowledge wage; 
Join with its foes an Author to diſtreſs, 
And clog the freedom of the Britiſh preſs ; 
Praiſe Romiſb forms, and lend his aiding hand 
To rear an Inquifiticn in the land 
I never can believe (believe who can) 
l never can believe that Hoxs LEV is that man. 


No, my Lord, I will not believe that any Akin of the eſtabliſhed Church 

has approved of your Paſtoral Letter, in any reſpe&, unleſs that Biſhop avow 

it himſelf. If any Biſhop of the.eſtabliſhment teſtified his approbation, I ſhould- 
be apt to think he meant to laugh at you. Had I been in your place, and 
addicted to the fame ſyſtem of tranſalpine divinity and diſcipline, I certainly 

would never have conſulted a Biſhop of the Church of England about the 
propriety of iſſuing ſuch a Letter: nay, if he had ſpontaneouſly offered his 
advice or approbation, I. ſhould have ſaid, wich Laocoon,. | 


* Quidquid id eſt, Danaos timeo, et dona ferentes.” 


11 is my firm belief, that there is not a Biſhop of the whole bench of Biſbops, . 
who is not inimical to you, and to every Roman Catholic, guoad Romanifts ; 
and if there be wy les hoſtile than another, Dr. Horſley is not certainly the. 


Non of Rocheſter. 


man. 
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man. Have you ever read, or forgotten, what he ſo t wrote of Roman 
Catholics * ? | 
However, if I be wrong in forming this idea of the diſpoſition of the Eng | 
liſh Biſhops toward you and your principles, and of your diſpoſition toward 
them and their principles; I ſhall be happy to find I had miſtaken the mat 
ter; and congratulate with you both, in that ye are, at length, fo ſuddenly, 
become ſuch good friends, and can fo cordially fraternize with one another. 
Not long fince THEY conſidered you as a ſet of dangerous Romiſh emiſſaries, 
fent hither to keep up the ſpirit of Popery, to ſow the ſeeds of diſaffection to 
government, and to promote the intereſts of a Pretender: and xE looked 
upon them as a ſpurious brood of Biſhops, a ſet of lay-men thruſt into the 
Epiſcopal Office by an Act of Parliament, devoid of ordination, miſſion and 
juriſdiction, I have heard a Biſhop of the eſtabliſhment compared by a Pope's 
Vicar to the ſkin of a calf, ſtuffed with ſtraw, for the purpoſe of inducing 
the deceived cow to let down her milk; and I have been more than once 
ſeverely rebuked for allowing and defending the validity of the Engliſh ordi- 
nations. It would appear that ye have been lately reading Maſſon or Curoyer, 
and are now better informed: and this gives me ſincere] Joy. So great an ob- 
ſtacle to a long-wiſhed-for union being removed, there is hope that a deſir- 
able coalition may, one day, be effected; and the ideal ſchemes of Wake | 
and Boſſuet be realized. As for me, my Lord, nothing could give me a 
greater pleaſure than to ſee the partition-wall, that divides us, broken down. 
I believe the Engliſh Biſhops to be as real Biſhops as your Lordſhip, and 
much more legal Biſhops: and, were there no other difference between us 
but rhe validity of their ordination, I ſhould have no ſort, of ſcruple-in owning 
their juriſdiction, and communicating with them, to-morrow, Will you, my 
Lord, come forward, and make a ſimilar declaration? I know you will not, 
you dare not; and if you dare not, or will not make this conceſſion, is it in 
the ſmalleſt degree probable that any Biſhop of the eſtabliſhment would ſeri- 
ouſly approve of your emitting a Paſtoral Letter, in all the plenitude of Papal 
power, and in the dogmatic ſtyle of the Roman Court? Once more I ſay, 


* gce his Review of the Caſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenterc—1 take this occaſion * a falſehood, 
which has been propagated in London, and which, I am told, Dr. Horſley believes: namely, that 
Lord Petre's Letter to. him was written hy me Lord Petre is capable of writing a much better 


Letter than that: at any rate, by me it was not written. by 
F 2 I cannot 
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I cannot believe that your Paſtoral Leiter has ever been approved .of by.any 


Biſhop of the eſtabliſhment ; unleſs be meant to expoſe you to public derifion, 

and render you odious to Proteſtants. 
But let us now: ſuppoſe, that you have had the approbation, and even the 
applauſe, of not only the Biſhop of St. David's, but of all the Biſhops to- 
gether, in a full convention ; that would not have authorized you to do ſo 
flagrant an injury as you have done to me. 

I ſay, my Lord, it was doing me a flagrant injury; 1ſt. becauſe it was, as 
far as lay in your power, impeding the ſale of a very laborious and expenſive 
work: the ſuppreſſion of which, for aught your Lordſhip knew, might re- 
duce the Author to a ftate of penury, ſufficient to prevent his progreſs ; and 
the fulfiltncnt of his engagements to the public, who had encouraged his un- 
dertaking. LN 
 2dly. It was injurious, becauſe it tended to . an unfavourable idea 
of my character on the minds of the Engliſh Catholics; to many of whom 1 
was totally unknown, and but little known to the moſt of them. 

2dly. The injury was the more atrocious, as your prohibition was not pre- 
ceded by any warning, by any examination, by any ecclairciſſement, by any 


of thoſe forms of juſtice, that ought to accompany every proſcription. It 


could not be a prohibition in odium authoris, as Caſuiſts call it. I had not 
then defended any of Sir John Throckmorton's Propoſitions, nor any other 
Propoſition which you had cenſured. 1 had been but recently cited . before 
your Tribunal to give an account of my Catholicity, and. you had declared 
yourſelf perfectly ſatisfied with the anſwers which I gave.to your ſeveral inter- 
rogatories *. If any complaints had been brought to you after that period, 
by your Vicarial informers; it was your. duty to impart them to me, and to 
have heard my defence. This you promiſed. to do at our laſt converſation: 
and you had, afterwards; a ſuitable occaſion, on my begging your acceptance 
of a copy of the firft volume of my work +. That you returned no. anſwer 
to this letter, nor thanks for the preſent. that accompanied it, I was willing 
to aſcribe to that want of ſecular politeneſs, which we clerical-men are too 


* Some of theſe were extremely curious, and lad no more to do with Religion, than with the 


| Antipodes, Yet eren thoſe I anſwered with candour; and to the apparent ſatisfaction of the 
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apt to undervalue; but which, on the whole, would do us no harm, I never 
ſuſpected that you were then brooding over a ſcheme to injure me. When 1 
learned that your letter was in the preſs, waiting for the approbation of Biſhop- 
Talbot; and when it was whiſpered that your letter contained a prohibition 
of my work, I could not credit the report. © It is not poſſible, ſaid I, that 
© any Biſhop can be guilty of ſo ungenteel and unjuſt an act! Biſhop Dou- 
< glaſs has had my book in his poſſeſſion for ſome months: if he had found 
* in it any thing that diſpleaſed him, it was eaſy for him to remark it to me, 
< either by writing, or word of mouth. I would have liſtened to his re- 
© marks; and, if he had pointed out any capital errour, contrary to Catholie 
« faith or Chriſtian morality, I would either have acknowledged and correct- 
«ed it; or, by defending it, given him a fair opportunity of proſcribing 
te that errour *,”—I know not, my Lord, how this mode of reaſoning ſtrikes 
you: but I can ſcarcely doubt, that, were you to put yourſelf -but for a mo- 
ment in my place, and to weigh the matter in that golden balance, ** a/ter# 
ze feceris, quod tibi fieri non vis,” you would have heſitated chro as . * 
name to ſuch a prohibition. 

You have not only injured me, as an. individual ; but have done an injury; 
L apprehend, to the whole body of. Engliſh Catholics, for whom I have been 
chiefly labouring, and from whom I had reaſon to look for the warmeſt thanks, 
I hoped to preſent them, as I have elſewhere ſaid, with a Verſion of the 
Holy Scriptures more clear, and more conſonant with the Originals, than any 
that has yet appeared in Engliſh—I hoped thereby to remove from them a 
reproach which has been often made, that they dare not read the Scriptures; 
or at leaſt dare not read them fave in the Latin Vulgate or the Douay tranſ- 
lation. I hoped to revive among us a.crivical taſte for Biblical ſtudies, and to 
ſhew our Proteſtant brethren that we can write with as much freedom of ſen- 
timent, and as great liberality of mind, as themſelves.—In ſhort, I hoped to 
be able to produce a work, which (it verbo venia) would do credit to our 
Communion, without offending any other Communion. And this, my Lord, 
I. am happy to find, is the preciſe idea which the learned Proteſtants, both 
at home and abroad, have conceived of my work. What will ſuch men think, 
my Lord, when they hear that a work of this nature has been proſcribed by. 


That errour, I ſay; not the whole work: Crd into aoy work, and yet the - 
work, on the whole, may be uſeful, may be excellent. 
4, * 
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you-and ſome of-your Colleagues, who ought to have been the firſt to en- 
courage and applaud it? They will think and ſay (what has been long thought 
and ſaid of us) that a Romaniſt is ftill the ſame illiberal creature he was before; 
and the ſame enemy to the E Jpread of ſacred criticiſm, and Scripture know- 


ledge. 
Pudet hæc opprobria nobis 


Et dici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli! 


Beſide doing an injury to the Engliſh Catholics at large, you bave, more 
particularly, inſulted thoſe of them who have encouraged me during my la- 
-bour, and patronized my work. You have, eſpecially, inſulted the noble 
Peer, who firſt incited me to undertake it, and has ſince afforded me the 
means of carrying it on. His views, which have always been great, good 
and generous, are here in ſome meaſure fruſtrated ; and his expectations, I 
fear, diſappointed, by your unſeaſonable and unwarrantable interference.— 
And, perbaps, at this moment his Lordſhip—No ! the ſentence ſhall not drop 
from my pen, leſt it wound his finer feelings, more e deeply than it does my 
OW un. 

In fine, ſuffer me to ſay, that in publiſhing your Paſtoral Letter, you have 

done an irreparable injury to yourſelf, Of this, perhaps, at preſent, you are 
not ſenſible: there are ſycophants enow about you to flatter you, and ſpur 
you on to fimilar extravagances: but, believe me, the time is not at a great 
diſtance, when the Catholics of England will open their eyes, and you will 
have reaſon to repent of having attempted to hoodwink them. The time 
will come when the Engliſh Catholics, inſtructed in the genuine principles of 
Catholicity, will not allow themſelves to be imperionſly diftated to by a Pope's 
_ Vicar, or a Pope; who are as amenable to the laws of the Goſpel and the 

primitive Canons, as any Layman is. The time will come, and I hope your 
Lordſhip will live to ſee it, when Papal Bulls will be no longer neceſſary for 
the conſecration or election of Biſhops, either in England or any Where elſe; 
and when the Engliſh Catholics will form a ſmall, but ſtill a national Church, 
independent of Rome, or any other foreign power. | 

Until that bappy time arrive, we muſt be content with ſuch a cripple hier- 
archy as we have : but we will not allow that or any other hierarchy to put 
out our eyes: at leaſt I will never allow them to put out mine. I think I 

am juſt as clear- ſighted as any Vicar Apoſtolic in the land, and in Biblical 

knowledge 
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knowledge a little more ſo; and that knowledge, ſuch as it is, I will continue 
to impart to my fellow citizens, whether Catholic or Proteſtant ; VERSES by 


any power whatever; except power omnipotent. 
As I dread not your cenſure, my Lord, ſo L deprecate not your critique, 


I know, at leaſt I fear, I am in many places vulnerable : ſtrike, if you deem 
it expedient, but ſtrike in a manly manner. Draw up your pretorian bands 
in battle array, and in broad day- light; and let them combat me with the 
weapons of reaſon : but cruſh me not under the heavy millſtone of authority. 
This would not be a fair war; and I ſolemnly proteſt againſt it. 

From proteſting, J paſs to petitioning. I have juſt one requeſt to make to 
your Lordſhip, before I conclude my letter. In caſe you come to a reſolu- 
tion of cenſuring this, or any other work of mine, I beg you will be pleaſed 
to qualify each diſtinct propoſition, with all the accuracy and diſcrimination 
of dogmatical theology: for if your cenſure be ſuch a vague, unmeaning, unintel- 
/tgible cenſure, as you have levelled at Sir John Throckmorton—be alſured 
I never will reply to it. 

From your ſubalterns and retainers, I expect a torrent of perſonal abuſe, 
and am prepared to let it run on without interruption, until, like all other 
torrents, it exhauſt itſelf in a bog or ſand bed. Already have the vipers be-- 
gun to hiſs, and ſhewn their willingneſs to inflict a poiſonous wound“: but 1 
truſt that ſimple 1 Integrity will be too hard a file for their ſanguinary KS and 
that malice itſelf will finally be diſappointed, howloaves weak. and vulnerable 


I may be ſuppoſed to be 
Et fragili querens illidere dentem offendet ſolido. 


I mean, my Lord, /o/id reaſoning in oppoſition to ſcholaſtic ſophiſtry, Romiſh 
caſuiſtry, Papal Bulls, and Vicarial Cenſures—in oppoſition to every. Fer 


but rational, primitive, and Catholic CHRISTIANITY, 
L have the 3 to be, &c. 
. A. GEDDES.. 


* See, in the Gentleman's Magazine for October, a vitiful effuſion of ſplenetic ll , 
der the ſignature J. M. The Author's initials needed not be added. It were eafy, without that, 


to trace the parentage of this embryo. 
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H AVIN G had occaſion in the preceding Letter to mention my correſpond- 


_ ence with your Lordſhip, and to refer to ſome other pieces which were 
too bulky for a note; I here ſubjoin them all for your Lordſhip's peruſal ; 
and to ſatisfy the curioſity which ſome of my readers may have to ſec them 


No. I. 
| Propoſitions in Sir Jobn Throckmorton's Letters, cenſured by the Vicars. 


1ſt. The diſcipline of the Church requires that the Biſhops ſhould be choſen 


Sy the Clergy and the People over whoin they are to preſide. 
2d. The appointment of MN forms no part of his -(the Pope's) ſpirt- 


_ ual commiſſion. 


3d. No perſon can pretend to ſay, chat an application to Rome for Bulls 
of conſecration is a conſcientious obligation. | 
4th. The late regulations made in France, have taken from the Court of 
Rome the right of confirming the Biſhops of that kingdom ; but this reſump- 
tion of the right of confirmation affects not the religion of the Biſhops, nor 


of their flocks.: and if in future any Biſhop ele& ſhould, contrary to the rule 


now eftabliſbed, apply to Rome for Bulls of confirmation, he would violate the 
laws of his country; and he could not pretend that the penalties he might 
incur by ſuch a proceeding would be inflited on account of his religion. 
The ſame muſt be faid of the Catholic Biſbops in this country. 

. 5th. When therefore after the change of religion in this country, we were 
deſtitute of Biſhops, we did not fall under the immediate direction of the See 
of. Rome, In no ſenſe could the rn eo Rome be confidered as our imme- 


diate and proper paſtor. ; 
6th. A Brief of the Pope is of no authority, unleſs wins ecvived and. 


admitted by the Church to which it is addreſſed. 
2th, Too great power has generally been given to the Roman Pontiff by the 


Canons of that Council (viz. of Trent). 
3th. 
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- 8th.» Catholics will, it is to be hoped, always follow their own judgment, 
which is a better guide chan the Mandates of 1 Apoſtolic Vicars or Nun - 


cios. 
N At preſent thereſoca they (the A voſtolic Vicars) are not only Paſtors 


without a flock, but Biſhops without the power of the keys. To you gentle- 


men of the Midland and Weſtern Diſtricts, I particularly addreſs myſelf on 


this occaſion ; it is in your power to remove the objection of the want of pro- 
per Paſtors. Do you, in conjunction with the Laity of your reſpective Dil. 
tricts, aſſemble and chooſe for your Biſhops, the perſons who now, by a la- 
mentable abuſe, preſide over you in virtue of an authority delegated to them 
by a foreign Prelate, who has no pretenſions toexerciſe ſuch an act of powet. 

A ou are bodies of Faithful without Biſhops. | 


roth. I with the Catholics to be relieved from their pie ſtate £1 Ay 


leb Let them (the Clergy) Wars; that- they will no longer ſubmit to the 
2 uncationical government of Apoſtolical Vicars : let them infift on 


having a regular Church-government, and Paſtors properly appointed. 


12th. As long as this Keeleftaftical Govertimetit contin oy, neither the prin- 


* nor che allegiance of che N wen 
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; 16. 70 an not ard Ph that Pore whkch is beſt inclined 
nogire us protection, has the only right to demand our allegiance.” “. 

ad. *© Theſe connexions (of Charles II.) with France were of n 
4 tendency, pong Ht WY MR go deſerved to . 
their heads.“ A1 10 

za. We maintain, Gras 2 Pattor i? his nifty each Biſhop in uns dic- 
Ae each Metropolitan in his province, and each Patriarch in his nation, is 
pbſſeſſed of a proper and eſſential Jauriſdiction, AY Gas 
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4th. I cannot ſay whether it would be better, that this — * 


cal celibacy) of our Church were repealed: perhaps it might. 


5th. I am an enemy to Church eſtabliſhments—their _ I fa, is not 
favourable to the growth of truth. 

6th. What liberty of diſcuſſion, or, if you will, of doubting, does any 
Chriſtian poſſeſs, that we have not? 

7th. The God that made me, has giving” 'me ſomething which 8 
has not given to the ox or the elephant, and this man calls reaſon. . 
Sth. What very extraordinary co-operation (of the divine ſpirit) is re- 


quired that men, habituated to the concerns of religion, ſhould be able to de- 


clare, what doctrine they were taught, and what they then believe? And this 
is that wondrous infallibility, about which reams of paper ne: been wen, 


that would more than cover the ſurface of the globe !” 


9th. He (the Pope) has indeed his prerogative, but we have 6 our privileges, 


and are independent of him, excepting where it has pleaſed the community, 


for the ſake of unity and good: ner, 60 to. ſurrender. into ** ae a limited ſa- 


Toth. © And he (Abeilard). Fran to give . the ancient philoſophers) 


a ſear of happineſs in thoſe regions, to which, ſome Chriſtians, in too vain. a 


partiality, pretend an excluſive right. 
11th, © View them (the doctrines on the Trinity) abſtractedly as they are 
generally conſidered, and it will be found, that they regard not the important 
worſhip of our Maker, nor the great intereſts of religion, nor the good of 


- ſociety, nor our own improvement in virtue, juſtice and piety.” 


| 12th. When he (the Deity) has not conſtituted us his Me to repre- 


| ſent his perſon, or to vindicate his rights; why are we arrogantly to erect a 


tribunal, and call our equals before it? He who has made us what we are, 
would very. willingly, I preſume, diſpenſe with the forwardneſs of our zeal, 
and be more ſatisfied, that we lived as men, in the improvement of our own 
natures, and left the things above to that adminiſtration, the wiſdom _ be- 
neficence of which are beſt adapteg to the important work. 

23th. ** The ſame means of defamation he (St. Bernard) uſed at 7 


decrying the principles and perſon of Abeilard, and holding up both to the. 


ridicule and deteſtation of the whole French Church. Upon what principles 
of morality, or honour, this conduct of Bernard can be juſtified, I know not. 
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Had Abeilard been guilty of more errors than were laid to his charge, and 
had his behaviour been reprehenſible, as he deſcribed it; ſtill is the worſt 
enemy of God or man to be treated with language ſofoul, fo er- and 
ſo unchriſtian? But Abeilard, in truth, was not guilty of a ſingle error.” | 

-. 14th. © Thus did Bernard, true to his own character and to the views of 
the aſſembly (the Council of Sens), aim to vilify and render odious to the 
Roman Court the name and principles of the man (Abeilard).— So intolerant 
and ſo impoſing, even on the beſt of minds, is religious zeal, when once it has 
paſſed thoſe limits, which reaſon, N and the goſpel have oppoſed to 
its baneful ſpread.” 

15th. © Why or for what end we were made, i is a point not ſo eaſily per- 
haps to be decided. 
16th. We invite you (the Catholic Clergy of England) to a temperate, a 
regular, a Chriſtian reſiſtance (to a Biſhop). - | | 
. 17th, Of this Church we believe the Biſhop of Roine to be the bead— 
ſupreme in di oe by inſtitution, | 


Such, aſtoniſhed reader! are the rande Propoſitions, in the works of 
Mr. Berington, which the Rev. Mr. Charles Plowden has denounced, as be- 
ing /everally, and reſpectivehy, © unſound in faith, injurious to the head of the 
r Church and the authority of Biſhops, ſubverſive of the principles of alle- 
« pjance, hurtful-to ecclefiaſtical diſcipline, ſcandalous, and offenſive of pious 
< ears.” Rare dogmatical theology !/—It is worthy of obſervation, that the 
_ writers for the Popiſh party affect, in general, a ſingular attachment to Go- 
vernment, and even to the eſtabliſhed Church, while they inſidiouſſy endea- 
vour to make it be believed that the moderate Catholics are hoftile to both. 
Hence their fulſome flattery of the Court, and Court-meaſures ; and their vio- 
lent declamations againſt /evelling and lay democracy; as they are pleaſed to 
term a moſt laudable effort to prevent the influence of the crown, and the 
corruption of miniſters, from overturning one of the beſt of conſtitutions. But 
all this is but a'ſhallow artifice, that can impoſe on no one who is acquainted 
with Popiſh principles. Every one who knows what Poprſh principles are, 
muſt conſider them as radically incompatible with civil governthent ; and only 
ceaſing to be hurtful by contingency and circumſtances. I have no heſitation in 
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vernment. There is hardly a nation in Europe, which has not, at times, 
experienced this. —As to their fawning to the eſtabliſhed Clergy, it is truly 
ridiculous. The eſtabliſhed Clergy muſt be dim · ſighted indeed, if they can 
deem ſuch homage ſincere; and ſnuff up incenſe from a Romiſh cenſer.—In 
truth, 1 hardly think that either Court or Church will thank them for their 


oſpcious panegyrics. The converſion is too rapid, and the act too 1 0 to. 
* durable. 


| Copy 77 @ Letter 10 Biſhop Douglaſs. 


July 10, 1792. 

IBE G your or Lordſhip” $ acceptance of a-copy of * Firſt Volame of 

my new Verſion of the Bible; which I flatter myſelf you will find calculated: 

to promote the real intereſts of religion ; whatever tw ITN — ä 

critics may think or ſay to the contrary. ä 

1 ſhould have liked, and indeed once expected, to * your Lordſhip's s name 

in the liſt of my encouragers: but unaccountable prejudices have, moſt pro- 

bably, deprived me of that ſatisfaction. This, however, ſhall never hinder 

me to pay; at all times, that deference to your character, which I know to- 

be due. It is to you; the Biſhop of Centuriæ, my Lord, as chief Paſtor of 
the is op ras — this mark of my Catholicity, 

ä EP r r were Argh Ce” 
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FOR the „ fake of your own.eharadter, my 8 it cruly grisves me 


10 fee your name annexed to ſuch an ignoble piece of eee. tat ab 
| * have lately publiſhed. with two ether Pope's Viears. 


The feeble weapons which you employ againſt Sir John „ he 


is well able to repek himſelf; and will probably repel, them with vigour and 
manlineſs, on his return to England;; meanwhile, ſince you have been pleaſed 


to go entirely out of your road for the puxpoſe of aiming a ſide · thruſt at me, 
| | - you 
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you cannot take it amiſs if I ſhould try to defend myſelf; and, by way of 
requital, expoſe to the public view the futilities, falſe Kea and raſh * 
ſertions that abound in your Paſtoral Letter, | 


No. v. 


Copy of a Letter to Biſhop Douglaſs. 
Mx Lonp, June 25, 1793. 

You muſt remember that, on the firſt appearance of your Paſto- 
ral Letter, 1 hinted to you, that I meant to anſwer it; at leaſt in as far as it 
regarded me. More. important objects have hitherto prevented me from ful- 
filling my intention: but 1 now, again, tell your Lordſhip that an anſwer is 
preparing; and that I wiſh you to ſee it, before it go to the preſs. For al- 
though your conduct, my Lord, toward me, has been neither that of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop nor a polite Gentleman, I. am not diſpoſed to imitate your 
conduct. As a prelude to that Auſtver, 1 have at preſent in the preſs Au Ad- 
dreſs to the Public, &c. in which there is one paragraph that concerns your 
Lordſhip. This paragraph I here fubjoin, that if there be any. fad i in it 
which you can deny, or any, part of the caſe which you ſhall think miſ.ſtated, 
you may have an opportunity of rectifying the one and contradicting the 
other. A written anſwer is immediately requeſted, as I look for a proof-ſheet 
in a day or two. Meanwhile I barg the hogour to be, &c. 


Peraerb alluded to; 


ec Tt is uſeleſs, now, to mince the matter: three Vitars Apoſtle, who call 
& themſelves the Biſhops of Rama, Acanthos, and Centuriæ, have achat iffued 
a Paſtoral Letter; of which, indeed; the main and primary ufpoſe is to cen- 
«. ſure an excellent Work of Sir John Throckmortor's; whithi they could not 
« anſwer:: but into that ceuſure they have made an awkward ſtuft to lug me head 
< and ſhoulders along with the Baronet; and in truth, Bam not ilk pleafedto find 
_ « myſelf in ſuch company: but I am not, I eannor'be well-pleafett* toſte 4 
% Work, on which I have ſpent the better part of my ffiort days, condemned 
in the lump, and prohibited without à hearing. This is truly to erect a 
Court of Inquiſition, and to introdtioe a tranſalpine or tranſpyrenean mode 
* 1 proſeription in the face of Rritiſh Liberty: to attempt to impoſe upon 


44. us 
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« us literary fetters, which neither we nor our fathers could bear,—l will pay 
« my reſpects to thoſe Right Rev. Prelates, as ſoon as I am at leifure ; my 
< preſent buſineſs is with the Public at large, and to the Public at large, both 
Catholic and Proteſtant, 1 * from this unjuſt, informal, and capricious 
cc ſentence.” 


a7 of «Later fon aue Ne Dr c. 


n a London, June 27, 1793. 

© © SINCE it is evident cir you TAG to me, that you adhere 
to and maintain the doctrines, which were cenſured by the Paſtoral Letter, 
to which you allude; unleſs you fignify to me, in writing, on or before Fri- 
day the fifth day of July next; your ſubmiſfion to obſerve the injunction con- 
tained in the 21ſt page of the ſaid Paſtoral Letter, viz. We prohibit our 
« clergy, in particular, from preaching, teaching, maintaining, or ſupporting 
ec any of the aforeſaid condemned opinions,” I hereby declare you ps 
; toe 0 exerciſe of your orders in the London diſtrict. 


8 OHN DOUGLASS Vicar apottolic 
| Rev. Ate. ces. LL. n JI x 


p No- vll. 
oni « Later from Dr. Galle o Bibey erl. 


Mr Lozp, . SIP 3 28, 1793. 
1 THANK, you for having ſo readily er ans? my laſt Lets: 

ter, if that may be called an anſwer, which you have been pleaſed to return. 
It is certainly not the anſwer I expected: however, as it is an anſwer, and a 
prompt anſwer, I am ſatisfied : x probably che beſh you could make ; and, 
ale 1 max ly 
conclude that my complaints were juſt, and my ſuſpicions well-founded : ſo 
I will not preſs your Lordſhip further on that topic. But, my Lord, I muſt 
* that you . 
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that © it is evident from my Letter to you, that I adhere to and maintain the 
ec doftrines which were cenſured in the Paſtoral Letter.” This, my Lord, 
is not only not evident, but ntterly falſe. —In my whole Letter J have not ſaid 
a word about thoſe doctrines, much leſs have I teſtified my adherence to 
them, and tilt leſs yet have I maintained them. I have indeed called Sir 
John Throckmorton” s work an excellent one; and ſo 1 deem it: but has 
your Lordſhip yet to learn, that a work may be excellent on the whole, and 
yet exceptionable in fome of its parts? I think the Annals of Baronius, on 
the whole an excellent work, although there are more than twice twelve pro- 
poſitions in it which I highly diſapprove.—Hume's Hiſtory of England I take 
to be the very beſt work of its kind ; but do I, for that, adbere to or maintain 
all the principles of Hume? Truly this may be logic at Rome or Valladolid; 
but it will never do in the meridian of London. 

By calling Sir John's book an excetlent work, then, I have not cxpieſea 
my adherence to any one of the propoſitions which you have cenſured in it.— 
But I have ſaid, «© You could not anſwer bis book.” —I ſay ſo again, my 

Lord; at leaſt I have yet ſeen no anſwer to it: and, indeed, if you could 

| Have anſwered it, I hardly think you would have had recourſe to cenſure, My 
faying then, that you could not anſwer it, is no evident proof, i is no proof at all, 
that I adbere to the doctrines which you have cenfured in it. Whether I really 
do adhere to thoſe doctrines, or not, is another queſtion ; which has nothing 
to do with our preſent correſpondence: I may, poſſibly, let you into the ſe- 
cret on ſome other occaſion : all that I now aſſert, is, that there is no ſort of 
evidence before your Lordſhip that I adbere to or maintain the foreſaid doc- 
trines: conſ equently, my Lord, your hypothetical ep fra is abſurd, abuſive, 
and premature. © 

But perhaps, my Lord, you wiſfr to Have another: occaſſon of exerciſing 
your epiſcopal authority, and of playing with cenſures, as children do with a 
new ball. T wiſh your Lordſhip much Joy of the bauble: bur, beware, my 
| Lard, beware of playing roqzoften with it, —Read Sr. Chryſoſtom on Eccleſiaſ- 

tical Cenſures; and learn from him a little more moderation. Permit an 0% 
Prieſt to tell you that it is a very great ornament in a young: Biſhop,—As to 
myſelf, my Lord, 1 am not afraid of your threats, and ſhall laugh at your 
cenſures, as long as J am conſcious that I deſerve them not. I will never 
Ar to the PIs contained in the 21ſt page of Your Paſtoral Litter, be- 

”  .cavle 
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cauſe I-deem it a raſh, ridiculous, and informal injunftian, If this you think 
4 ſufficient reaſon for declaring me /x/pended. from the exerciſe of my orders in 
tbe London diftri, much good may that declaration do you! The truth is, 
J exerciſe no paſtoral function in your diſtrict: 1 have neither taught, 
preached, nor adminiſtered auy ſacrament i in it for many years back; I have 
not even. ſaid prayers in any public chapel for fax years at leaſt. To oblige 
a friend or two, 1 have ſometimes, not often, ſaid private prayers, at their 
houſes: but ſince you. ſcem to envy me the pleaſure of obliging a friend, 1 
forego that too. But, my Lord, you cannot hinder me to pray at home; 
and at home I vill pray, in defiance of you and your cenſure, as often 
1 pleaſe. The chief Biſbop of our ſouls is always acceſſible; and, through, him, 
I can at all times have free acceſs to the Father ; who will not reject me; but 
for voluntary unrepented crimes. | In the panoply of conſcious i DOE, mo 
whole thunder of the Vatican would in vain. be levelled at my head. 
Jou ſee, my. Lord, chat I have not A the, ſhort time n 


Lener. | Such 1 my a e will never ihe made by - 8 28 By 
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The Council of Trent, i in ; whatſoever light i it he i. was LED 
the moſt ſingular eccleſiaſtical aſſembiy that ever met. As moſt people, 
even Catholics, know little more about it, than that it was 4 Council, I hall 
here give a ſhort hiſtorical view of it, drawn " che acts eee, without 
any comment or criticiſm. 

It was, at firſt, convoked to Mantua by Pau] III.; next to Vicenza, 5 
chen to Trent; where it was opened on the 13th of December, 1 545- 

At the fr} ſeſſion there were preſent only che Pope Fegares As — 
four Archbiſhops, and twenty-two Biſhops. Jet theſe decreed themſelves to 
| be already a General Council; and adjourned to the 5th. January next year: 
when a ſerond ſeſſion, was holden; hut no deerees made. | 
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Faith; and the Nicene, or rather the Conſtantinopolitan creed, was rehearſed: 
and adopted. Thirty- eight Prelates were then preſent, beſide the Legates. 
In the fourth ſeſſion (April 8th) forty-nine Prelates made the famous decree 
concerning the canon of Scripture, &c. already mentioned in my Letter, 

P- 20. 

In the b ſetdon (June x7th), at which were preſent nine Archbiſhops, 
forty- eight Biſhops, and two proxies, were made the two canuns ® concerning 
Original Sin, and a decree of two chapters on the Reformation of Diſcipline. - 

The fix#h ſeſſion was held on the 13th of January, 1547.. In this ſeffion- 
was framed the decree on Juſtification, conſiſting of 15 doctrinal chapters, 
followed by thirty-three canons; with a reform-decree- of five ot 
Prefent ten Archbiſhops, forty-ſix Biſhops, and three proxies. 

The fame number of Arehbiſhops, with fifty Biſhops,. and- three proxies,. 
made,, in ſeſſion ſeventh ( March 3d), the twelve canons concerning the Sacra- 
ments in general; fourteen: on Baptiſm, and three on Confirmation. Follows 
| a decree of reform in fiſteen chapters. They then adjourned to · the 21 of 
April: but meanwhile Paul thought fit to diſſolve the ſynod, and forbade 
them to meet again until further orders. Whether the Bull. of diffolutian,, 
which bears 4. pg, 1 24th, was ever wo publiſhed, it is un- 


certain: 
We find the Fathers Ki Tat a on the th of March; when. the eighth. 


ſeſſion was held; and a propoſal made by the Preſident to transfer the Council 
to Bologna; which paſſed by a: great majority, ſay the Acts; contradicenti- | 
« bus tamen, et palam reclamantibus Patribus nonnullis.“ The whole num- 
her of Prelates preſent beſide the Legates, were fiſty- eight; of whom two Arch- 
biſhops and eighteen Biſhops were againſt a tranſlation. Of theſe, eight were 
from Spain (che whole that were there of that nation), one a Sicilian, one a 
Portugueſe, one a Sardinian, and one a Erenchman. The other party were. 
almoſt all Italians, or perſons devoted to the court of Rome. 4 
The nintbh ſeſſion was held-at Bologna, April 21ſt.. But as none of the dil | 
ſenting Prelates attended, 3 it was agreed to adjourn . to the ad of 


* A canon differ tom a decree in this. The latter is only a didlitation of tie ür to b 
held, or of the diſcipline to be obſerved: the former is a preciſe condemuation of ſome ſuppoſed 
hereſy, terminated' by an anathema... To inflanee, in one of the:ſhorteſt, ** Si quis dixerits 2 


B anathema .. : 
LN nl H. ; June ; 
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June; and then, again, to the 14th of September; ben it was ſtill pro- 
rogued ad bentplacitum Concilii. In fact the ſynod ſeems to have been then 
diſſolved. Paul died in 1549 ; and next year his ſucceſſor Julius UI, publiſhed 


his Bull of reſumption, by which he recalls the ſcattered Prelates to Trent, and 
orders his Legates to open the Council a-new, At firſt he ſaid, he would , 


come and prefide in perſon: but he ſoon changed that intention. 


T be firſt ſeſſion of this reſumed ſynod, and the eleventh of the whole "an | 
was held on the 1ſt of May 15513 ſomewhat more than five: years after the 
commencement of the Council. How many prelates were preſent the Acts 
do not tell us: but from Pallavicini we learn that Julius had given poſitive 
orders to all the Biſhops who were then at Rome, to the number of. eighty four | 


. (if there be no typographical error in my copy) to attend at Trent, agaigſt .. 
that day. However, it ſeems the Legates found there no more than thirteen, 


almoſt all of them dependent on the Em peror, nou pil de tredici, 2 tutti 
dependenti dal” Imperadore. Pallavic. lib. xi. cap. 14. Hence the twelfth 
ſeflion was not held until the iſt of September; a then, the. (rage was pro- 
rogued'to the 11th of November, when _ n lg alidwnaom 220 : lg 
In the thirteenth ſeſſion a decree concerning the Euchariſt (or Lord's Sup- 7 
per) was formed; conſiſting of eight doctrinal chapters, and eleven canons; 


followed, as uſual, by a decree on Reformation of Diſcipline. * — n f 


were preſent five Archbiſhops and thirty nine Biſhops. 5 

In the fourteenth ſeſfon (Nov. 25th) were formed the * vi 5 canons 
concerning the ſacraments of Penance and Extreme Unction. On the for- 
mer there are nine doctrinal chapters and fifteen canons; on the latter three 
chapters and four canons. Follows : a decree * * The ſame e 


of Prelates as at the former ſeſſion. - 


The fftcenth ſeſſion was held on tis . of Ae 15623 in which the. 


Safe cmndul, that had been prepared for the Proteſtants, was decreed ; and an 


— made to the 28th of April. The number of Dregios were fore. 


four. 
The Council met endet but an Biſhops, JO cre To we 


Electom, having leſt Trent, for the concerns of their reſpective Churches, 


ſuis confultum Ecclefiis ; the remaining Fathers ſuſpended the operations of the 
ſynod for '#1wo years, © unleſs: before * ae nne a more 


i aaa 4 2 n 4758 ee nub among us » * 
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Inſtead of o, it was nearly eight years ſuſpended. For Julius dying in 
1555; and nothing being done in the ſhort pontificates of Marcellus and 
Paul IV. it was not until the year 1 502, that the ſynod was re- aſſembled by 
a Bull of Pius IV. 

On the 18th day of January of * year was the ſeventeenth ſeſſion held, 
but nothing material done in it. | 

In ſeſſion eighteenth, a new Safe- conduct was decreed for the Germans ; and 
afterwards extended to other nations. 

The nineteenth and twentieth were ſeſſions of mere prorogation : but in 

Seſſion twenty-firſt was framed the momentous decree concerning commu- 
nion in one kind (which gave ſo much diſpleaſure to the Germans); conſiſting 
of four doctrinal chapters, and as many canons ; followed by a reform-decree. 
The zwenty-/econd ſeſſion was held on the 17th of September; in which a 
decree of nine doctrinal chapters and as many canons was framed on the ſa- 
crifice of the Maſs. The Council was then prorogued to the 12th of Novem- 
ber: but did not meet until the 15th of July next year: when in the 

Twenty fourth ſeſſion a decree was formed on the ſacrament of Marriage; 
conſiſting of a ſhort doctrinal preamble and eleven canons. Mur two long 
decrees on Reformation. 

The twenty fifth and laſt ſeſſion = Rd on 1 the 2d of December, "nd 
laſted two days. On the firſt was formed the decree concerning Purgatory 
and the Invocation of Saints; but without any canons annexed. The work 
of the ſecond day was a decree concerning Indulgences, Abſtinence, . 

and other points of diſcipline; followed by no canons. 
The decrees paffed from the beginning of the Council were chen ee 
| the ſynod, declared to be cloſed, and its Acts decreed to be n to __ Pope 
for his confirmation *. 

The number of Prelates who were preſent at the concluſion of the ſynod, 
and figned its Decrees, were four Pope's Legates, two Cardinals befides, three 
Farfan t. weren. => l one hundred and e N 


* Was not this, in reality, giving up at once the doctrine, ſo long Edt BE of the ſuperior 
authority of the Council; and rendering all its decrees nugatory, if the Pope ſhould n not hooks to 


approve of, them? . 
. + The nominal Latin Patriarch of . and the modes Fatih of Veaice and Adee 
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„ 
and cbirty-x proxies, e mitred Abbats, and ſeven Generals of Religious 
Orders: in all two hundred. and faxry- five—Of whom, were A LL 
3 po hs gers JC 
Spani — 35 Moravian — > 40! I 
1 ˙ U Lolo 1 IE, 50s ng 
Feeack . . _— 27 Illyrican = en, 
Flemiſh — 1 (are — — 6 
r 


44 „ * 1 5 4 1 
. . 
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" Suk was the famous "ie rt $a. AEM t6 lis Gi As, as : 87 
printed in Labbe's Edition of the Councils. From this bare, unadorned, 
account, the intelligent im partial reader will, I preſume, be able to decide 
for himſelf, how far it may deſerve the appellation of a general ecumenical 
Council. As to its freedom, it is impolf ble to form a juſt idea of i it without 
| conſulting the hiſtorians who have given a detailed narrative of its proceed- 
ings, united with contemporary tranſactions; and compared with the actual 
- ituation of Chriſtian Europe at that period. Should curiofity lead any of my 
readers to obtain a thorough knowledge of this matter; let him conſult the 


works below mentioned +. a 85 1 . 


, 


„ Called in the Ads Thomas Godwell, Ep. Afaphenſis. | 
+ 1. Fra- Paolo Sarp?s Hiſtory of the Council of Trent; in Italian, or in Latin. 1 


French. Tranſlation is better than either, on account of his valuable note, Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation is but juſt tolerable. 

. D Tal ws b F 
by his brother jeſuit Geaztini : but I believe there is no Engliſh verſion of it It was written to op- 
poſe that of Sarpi ; as Baronius wrote his Annals in oppoſition to the Centuriators of Magdeburg. 

3. Raynald*s, ads eecmat' e ART I e eee 
26th century. 

4. Vargas Letters, tranſlated into Engliſh by Dr. Michael Geddes; now become a rare book 
2s well as the other works of that intelligent author. x 

5. Mines Reception du Concile de Trente, &c. | | 

6. Raſſicod's Diſſertation on the ſame ſubject. 


. N e, Rau. Siecle xiv. vol. + and 3,—And if the reader with to fee how 
2 | | the 
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The Pope having by his Bull of the 3d of January, 1 56 54, confirmed, by 
 apeſtelical authority, the Decrees of the Council, and forbidden; under pain of 
actual excommunication, any comments, notes, or explanations to be 1 81 
on them, even under pretext of defending them; without bis authority 
-the next point was to get the Council and his confirmation of it formally re- 
ceived, in the various nations in communion with the Roman See. 
netians firſt, and, readily accepted it, The Poles, ſoon after; and next the 
_ - Spaniards, and the German Catholics, though wich difficulty, and ſome re- 
ſtrictions as to points of diſcipline. But all the art and repeated efforts of the 
Court of Rome, favoured by the wiſhes and frequent endeavours of the Gal- 
lican Clergy, could never obtain for it a legal acceptance in France. The 
Biſhops, if they pleaſed, might adopt its Deerces in as far as they were not 
"contrary to ſtanding laws and uſages of the realm; but ſtill no legal ſanction 
could be obtained for them. * Not leſs than eng- three articles were objected 
to; az {tending to deſtroy the fundamental maxims of the French govern- 


ment, and the liberties of the Gallican Church. The celebrated Paſquier, | 


after mentioning ſome of thoſe odious doctrines, expreſſes himſelf thus: In 
-« All which particulars, we have found ſuch a repugnance, and contravention 
« to our ancient liberties, that never can we be induced to receive this Council. 


ce F or firſt, it takes from Biſhops the power of reforming the Churches of their 


£ own dioceſes ; and grants them only ſuch a portion of power as the Holy 
« See judges. proper to diftribute +, which we believe to be contrary to the 


< ancient Canons, approved by our Gallican Church —heſides this, the 
« Council would eſtabliſh here a new empire over Kings, Princes, Barons 


« every civil juriſdiction = which, in plain French, is to introduce old abuſes 
ce which we had reformed ; whereas I can demonſtrate * that our national pri- 


ic vileges, and the liberties of the Gallican Church, are tuch as the authority of 


the matter has been handled by Contraverſialiſts; he may peruſe Chemnitius, Heidegger, Fabricius 

Montanus, and Stilling fleet, on the one fide: on the other Bellarmine, Ravenficin, Fontidonius, and 

Abraham I vod. bend. | 

In eaſe there ſhould ariſe any doubt about the x meaning of any Decree, from irs ambiguity or 

obſcurity—*® Let them come up, ſays he, © to the place which the Lord hath choſen ; that is, the 

4% Apoſtolic See; the Miſtreſs of all the Faithful.“ | | DIM 
| + That is to make of them all, Yicars Apoſtolic ! / 
1 I have here mn the ven and not the lier tenor of the 


1 e | | neither 


v 
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8 neither Pope, nor Council, can abrogate; as they are founded on a ſacred 

« and general reaſon, (ſur une raiſon ſaincte et generale). By the admiſſion | 
e of {ſuch Decrees, inſtead of introducing order, we ſhould bring in diſorder, 
e with a monarchy, which was never beheld in the middle of ours. Wiſely 
* then has this Council been never received in France; by which, with one 
ce ſtroke of the pen, the Pope would acquire more authority, than it was in 
c his power to have done from the foundation of our Chriſtianity *.“ 

Perhaps I cannot better conclude this ſubject, than by appropriating to my- 
ſelf another paſſage of this very judicious writer ; and nearly in his own words. 
« ] have no intention to depreciate the good Fathers of Trent ; but cannot 
« help wiſhing, that their zeal and devotion had been accompanied with a 


„ ³ A Han. atk; clone econ 
rente d' affaires, les courtiſans de la ville de Rome nous couchent toujours de la publication de ce 
Concil, par lequel, en un traict de plume, le Pape acquerroit plus d'authorite, qu'il n'auroit peu 
faire, des et depuis la fondation or obere Chriſtianiſme,— Recherches rk &c. . 283 
A 
+ Some few of thoſe Prilates were, for the Waben and eee eee 
pious men. Nor can it be denied that, among ſeveral trifling, and ſome eventually pernicious regu- 
lations, they alſo made many uſeful ones: and would have undoubtedly made many more, if they 
bad not been cramped by the Pope's Legates, ſupported by a firm phalanx of tranſalpine Biſhops, 
and a fubtile crew of ſcholaſtic Divines ; of whom the greater part were Friars, devoted to the Ro- 
man See, and ever ready to defend its moſt extravagant claims. Of above 145 Theologians, who 
were prefent, ſcarce 30 were of the ſecular Clergy. « The Pope's own Theologians (as they were 
| termed) were all Dominicans or Jeſuits; ſave Torrez, who afterward became a Jeſuit : and theſe 
generally took the lead, in the congregations, and claimed a licence to break through regulations, 
which the refi were obliged to obſerve. The Jeſuit Salmeron ſpoke, once, during. the whole time of 
a congregation ; although only half an hour was that which the Council had previouſly aſſigned to 
each ſpeaker: and Lainez was permitted to declaim two full hours on the Pope's abſolute power, 
oyer all the Church. No ather perſon, he maintained, had any portion of ecclefiaftical jurifdli8ion, but 
bar vas derived from him ! Yet was this diſcourſe greatly applauded by the Romifh party: and 
care was taken to prevent the Biſhop of Paris, Du Bellai, from refuting it in a poſterior congrega- 
gation. Indeed had he put his deſign in execution; he would probably have been told by the im- 
perious Legate, Simonet;a ; what was ſaid by him on a fmilar occaſion to the Biſhop of Aliffe > 
pin te that he was inſolent. But had there been no controul in the Synod ; and had the Pre- 
ktes, leſt entirely to themſelves, reformed ever fo thoroughly, and made ever fo many wholeſome re- 
what would all that have fGignified ; if the Pope might at pleaſure derogate from them, and 
by an Apoftolical Non oflantibus make void their effect ?—I ſhall ſay nothing here, on the doctrinal 
Canons of the Council.” e eg appr ter urging pple e, re ee 
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ce little more wiſdom and diſcretion; and that in guarding the pretended pri- 


te vileges of the Roman See, they had not furniſhed its real enemies with 


ce the fitteſt weapons to overthrow it.” —They are, certainly, the greateſt foes 
to Papal prerogative, who would ſet no bounds to it; and give to the Biſhop 
of Rome a power over his fellow Chriſtians ; which neither Divine Scripture, 
nor Catholic Tradition, nor ſound Policy, avow. 


In a note, p. 29, I have ſaid, that I have been abuſed by both Papiſts and 
Protetants ; but not in an equal degree. This is perfectly true: the main 
ſpring of obloquy has originated among the former ; but the latter alſo have 


furniſhed ſome rivulets to increaſe the rolling ſtream. It is, ſurely, hard to 


be thus the butt of the violent and illiberal of two oppoſite parties: yet ſuch 
has been my lot; and ſuch it is likely to be. Perhaps it is, in ſome degree, to 
be accounted for. My friends have often told me that my impartiality, frankneſs, 


and candor, would beget me many enemies: and one of theſe has tauntingly, 
but truly, ſaid, ** To attack the favourite opinions of mankind is not the way . 


ce to draw money out of their pockets!” —It is true, J. M! But to draw money 
out of the pockets of mankind was never my view in OA : 
Lv rare Sure" a 85 Tomes NE 
Aſter all, the favourite opinions df mankind 1 * not attacked : 1 have 
only apologized for my own opinions. Theſe indeed I might keep to my- 


ſelf; and would keep them to myſelf, if I had a mind to draw money out of | 


the pockets of mankind. But I leave ſuch deſpicable views, to ſycophants and 
flatterers : and am, yet, pleaſed with my own method, of thinking for myſelf, 


and occaſionally ſpeaking what I think. To every cavil or cation, that may 


be made to me on this mode of acting; I ſhall anſwer in the words of a very 
honeſt man P: Facio fortaſſis imperite, qui non ſerviam IO: ; ſed is 
e meus eſt mos, ea natura mea.” 


* Sophocl, lech. + Chancellor de PHbpital. 


THE END. 


